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In September 1995 , the newly reactivated Tyler Junior College Alumni Association 
Board of Directors reviewed some of the needs of the Collegejnto the year 2Q0&. 
The alumni board determined their priority was to supplement the enrichment 
opportunities for band * performance groups i state-of-the-art technology and 
intercollegiate athletics by initiating the 
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Oixty nine yeais of tradition sets us apart from most community colleges-recall 
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your good times at the TJC and help us keep the traditions alive!. > * 
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ANNUAL FUND 



"The TJC Alumni Association Board of Directors feel 
that the Annual Fund is an exciting opportunity for 
alumni and friends t@ keep the positive influence of 
the Apache Spirit alive and well for those who fol¬ 
low into the 21st century." 

* £ »■ Prestdem 


Left to right: Alumni Association officers Janie Chilcote, secretary; 

Andy Navarro , president; Nancy Lunceford, president-elect review 
responses from Annual Fund drive. 

: To receive a TJC Annual Fund packet, pleas^maiPy^ur request to: 
Tyler Junior College • Annual Fund • P.O. 9020 • Tyler, TX 75711 



YES, 1 Want to Support the Tyler Junior Colic 

'ge t Annual Fund! (Please, make checks payable to TJC Foundation) 

My gift of: □ $1,000 President's Circle 

□ $500 Apache Club 

□ $250 Founder's Club □ $100 Century Club □ $50 Friends of TJC 

Other , is enclosed. 

, Chargejnv gift to (check one) □ VISA 

□ MasterCard or □ Check Enclosed 
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A Man of Many Hats 

Meet Dr. Rayford Scott Jones, an alumus of great achievements 
who credits much of his success to his early years at TJC. 
by Bobbie Burks 


S TJC: College of First Choice 

What makes Tyler Junior College special? An interesting composite 
of why students of all ages, financial strati and desires come to TJC 
as their College of First Choice. 
by Rick Diamond 

15 Going International: TJC Faculty on Tour 

A look at international travel as an important part of professional 
development in our constantly shrinking global world. 
by Fred Peters and Heather McLeod 
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Office of Development and Alumni 
Relations, P. O. Box 9020, 

Tyler, Texas 75711. 


This edition of Apache is 
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In this issue 

Readers will find a fascinating look at Dr. R. Scott Jones, an alumnus of Tyler Junior 
College, class of ’56. Bobbie Burks weaves a story of achievements that Dr. Jones credits 
to his start at TJC. 

Rick Diamond interviews students of all ages, financial strati and desires and why 
they made TJC their College of First Choice. 

Going International: TJC Faculty on Tour, focuses on several types of travel abroad 
and how these experiences will open worlds to their students. Fred Peters, director of 
marketing and public information and his student assistant at the time, Heather 
McLeod wrote this series. 

On December 6, C. C. Baker, Jr., the long time vice president of development and the 
executive director of the Tyler Junior College Foundation, publicly announced his 
retirement. After 32 years in education, Baker said, “Retirement from education is 
something 1 have anticipated for over a year and have discussed with Dr. Crowe.” In 

continuing his association with the College, Baker 
will become a member of the TJC Foundation’s 
Board of Directors. Baker has been with the 
College for 12 years, during which time the 
Foundation was reactivated. Starting with a 
meager $200,000 in assets Baker built the asset 
balance to what it is today, $6,000,000. The total 
amount raised during those 12 years was approxi- 
mately $13,000,000. Under former president, 
Raymond M. Hawkins and current president, Dr. 
William R. Crowe, C.C. Baker has achieved the 
establishment of 62 endowed Presidential, 14 
endowed Dean’s Scholarships and approximately 
26 endowed Faulconer Academic Incentive 
Awards for Ethnic Minority Students among 
numerous other scholarships. Most of the enrich¬ 
ment trips and competitions attended by the 
performance groups and other campus organiza¬ 
tions have been made possible by generous support 
from the Foundation. These are just a few ex¬ 
amples of the many achievements that form a 
legacy to TJC, for which C.C. Baker can be proud. 

Upon accepting Baker’s resignation, Harry L. 
Loftis, president of the Board said, “I mean it with 
sincerity when I say to you that we will miss you and that we appreciate everything 
you’ve given this institution.” 

Many of us work for years and upon retirement don’t have a visible example of our 
achievements, but C. C. Baker, Jr. can look to the many deserving students who have 
graduated and are successful in their chosen careers because of the scholarships provided 
by generous donors he recruited. 

TJC President, Dr. William R. Crowe told reporters following the announcement, 
“You don’t really replace people like ‘Pinky’ Baker.” He will be missed by the College and 
by the staff who have worked closely with him on his many endeavors. Beginning in 
January, Baker has taken a position with Trinity Mother Frances Health System in Tyler. 
We wish him and his wife, Brenda, much happiness and success. 



Vice president of development and 
alumni relations and executive 
director of the TJC Foundation, 
C.C. Baker, Jr. announces his 
retirement at the TJC Board of 
Trustees’ December meeting as 
witnessed by board president, 
Harry L. Loftis. 


Please write or call with questions regarding alumni or comments on this publication. 

D.M. 
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TJC Grad Dr„ Rayford Scott done 
Makes Ms Mark on Medicine 




by Bobbie Burks 




ust a look at the curricu¬ 
lum vitae of Rayford 
Scott Jones, M.D., could 
be intimidating. The 
j much-published author 

Vv and collaborator of almost 

150 medical treatises, Dr. Jones, Chair¬ 
man of Surgery at the University of 
Virginia Medical Center, says he wasn’t 
always an exceptional scholar. Rather, 
he credits Tyler Junior College with 
giving him the opportunity to find his 
niche then vault to his true potential. 

Jones recalls his high school career as a 
self-proclaimed “average student” at 
Tyler High School with some nostalgia. 

“I was born in Dallas, but only spent 
seven months there,” he said. “Most of 
my family was in Tyler and the sur¬ 
rounding area, so I did all of my growing 
up there.” After graduating from Tyler 
High, he struggled to find himself and 
his place in the world. “1 don’t know ... 1 
guess I was like a lot of other kids 
graduating from high school looking for 
direction. I was interested in agriculture 
and farming, and I thought about 
engineering. I guess one thing that made 
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me think of medicine was that my 
father had an operation when I was in 
high school. I was with him in the 
hospital and visited frequently. I wasn’t 
consciously aware of my thoughts about 
a medical career at that time, but as I 
look back, I would say that was the 
starting point.” 

Dr. Jones confesses to having been an 
average student throughout his pre¬ 
college years, admitting that a lack of 
application to his studies may have been 
the culprit. “After I saw my father’s 
experience in the hospital,” he said, “I 
began to read books on medicine and 
decided I’d give it a go. I got pretty fired 
up about it! I wasn’t sure you had to do 
well academically to do this kind of 
thing, but it turned out that in my first 
year at TJC, 1 was fairly focused on 
everything, enough so that 1 began to 
believe that I could succeed academi¬ 
cally and so I just kept on. The other 
thing that happened after that was that 
as I began to get more and more inter¬ 


1 was fortunate to get a job at Mother 
Frances Hospital that summer after my 
first year at TJC. I worked as an orderly, 
doing menial things around the hospital. 
But that experience really convinced 
me that I could commit totally to a 
career in medicine.” 

The good doctor’s choice of Tyler 
Junior College was for various reasons. 
“After you graduate from high school, 
your friends are going here and going 
there,” he said. “I had lived with my 
grandparents since the age of six, and it 
was possible for me to live at home and 
go to school under the financial con¬ 
straints of the time. My mother and 
other relatives had attended TJC, so it 
really wasn’t a big issue of choice. I’ll 
have to say in retrospect that it turned 
out to have been one of the best things 
that happened to me in my life. It was 
one of the luckiest breaks I ever had.” 

When asked why, Dr. Jones contin¬ 
ued: “I didn’t look at myself as being a 
scholar in high school—a top student. 




WmaMm 

Dr. Jones standing on lawn at the University of Virginia. The colanades are a portion of the original 
buildings designed by Thomas Jefferson. 


ested in a medical career, I began to 
question myself as to whether this was 
something I actually wanted to do with 
my life. I was pretty sure that it was, and 


But when I got to TJC, I determined to 
give it a go. I found out, sure enough, 
that I really liked it! I really liked 
learning and being a good student. I 


J.C. Henderson, as Dr. Jones remembers 
him, instructor of biology and chemistry 
as pictured in the 1956 yearbook. 

redefined myself from a self-image of 
someone who would be content to be in 
the middle of the class to being in the 
upper echelons academi¬ 
cally. It gave me a great 
jolt of self-confidence 
and a reappraisal of 
myself as someone who 
could study, do the work 
and excel. It was a very 
important thing for me 
to learn how to study and 
how to be successful as a 
student, to do well.” 

There were a number 
of memorable events at 
TJC for the man who 
would one day grow into 
a position as Chairman of 
Surgery at the University 
of Virginia Medical 
Center in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, his present post. 
“I run the risk of leaving 
out some very important 
occasions and people 
when I tackle this area,” 
he admitted, “and I don’t 
want to forget any of 
them. But without 
reservation, one of my 
teachers, J.C. Henderson, 
who taught biology and 
chemistry, was really a great instructor. 
He is the one who turned me on to the 
sciences. He was a great educator and 
really earned the respect of his students. 
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66 It gave me a great jolt of self-confidence 
and a reappraisal of myself as someone 
who could study, do the work and excel 0 9? 


He riveted my attention like no one else 
ever had up to that point, and, conse¬ 
quently, I did well in his class. I remem¬ 
ber the second year I was there, he 
allowed me to work as his laboratory 
assistant. I had never had anything quite 
like that happen to me and it was a real 
boost! There were a lot of other things 
that teachers did to make sure I stayed 
motivated toward success: the discipline 
1 learned from Mr. Henderson—he was 
a good teacher, a strict teacher- 
imbued his students with a sense of 
academic discipline that I had never 



Edwin “Eddie” Fowler, instructor of 
psychology, sociology and Apache Band 
director, from 1956 yearbook. 


really had before. He gave me a tool that 
I’ve carried with me throughout my life, 
and I’ll never forget it.” 

In the little time left between classes 
and studying, Dr. Jones found time to be 
involved in the extracurricular aspect 
of life at TJC. “I played in the band,” he 
chuckled. “It was the cornet... and that 


would lead me to another person at TJC 
that I would have to say I have always 
remembered. That was Eddie Fowler, 
director of the band. That was a terrific 
experience for me, playing the football 
games and having a good time. The fall 
was taken up with sports, but in the 
spring, we had a kind of a variety show 
for high schools in the region. We 
would play on Friday nights and it was 
good relaxation and a diversion from 
the study routine. Eddie Fowler was a 
person who was always in good humor, 
seeing the good side of things, an 
inherently upbeat sort of guy. All the 
kids liked him. We thought we had a 
good band under a man who was not 
only a leader but was a good friend and 
supporter, an advocate when we needed 
him. I’ll always have fond memories of 
Eddie Fowler.” 

The years at junior college provided 
an excellent place for Dr. Jones to 
explore his potential and desires. u It’s a 
time in your life when you’re finding 
out what kind of person you are, what 
kind of things you want in your life, 
and a number of things happened both 
in and out of the classroom to help me 
shape my future. While I’ve mentioned 
two important faculty members who 
made an impact on me, there were 
many others who contributed to the 
good study habits and push for success I 
feel I got as a major by-product of my 
time at Tyler Junior College. Over the 
years, I’ve thought about a number of 
them. Just last year, I had occasion to go 
to Europe for professional reasons. 
While I was in France, I found myself 
remembering Mildred Howell, my 
French teacher. A foreign language was 
a required subject and I couldn’t help 
remembering her, because one of the 
great events of her life was when she 
had an opportunity to study abroad in 


France. She would refer to that often in 
her classroom with descriptions of the 
life and language there. When I had a 
chance to go, I really thought about her. 
We shared that once-in-a lifetime 
experience separately, but she was 
definitely there with me in my memo¬ 
ries. When I experienced things like the 
France trips, I just think back about the 
people at TJC. It was a wonderful time 
in my life.” 

Dr. Jones graduated from Tyler Junior 
College in 1956, no longer the self- 
proclaimed mediocre student without 
direction. He served as Student Council 
vice president and band officer his 
sophomore year, was chosen school 
favorite and graduated with the presti¬ 
gious distinction of membership in Phi 
Theta Kappa. From TJC, he went on to 
the University of Texas at Austin, an 
admittedly very different environment. 
“It was a very big place,” Jones said, “but 
I found that I was prepared to do the 
work. I was, I thought, as well-prepared 
as any of my cohorts in terms of 
background. I thought my science 
emphasis with chemistry, biology, and 
all the others, along with the study 
habits I had learned at TJC, prepared me 
to succeed in a highly competitive 
arena. At that time, there was an 
arrangement whereby one could be 
admitted into a state medical school 
after three years of college if certain 
academic performance standards were 
upheld. When I got to UT Austin, I 
applied to medical school, and was 
accepted, so I only stayed there one year. 
I moved on to the University of Texas 
Medical Branch at Galveston.” 

A major field of specialty was on the 
young man’s mind as he entered UTMB. 
“I was always attracted to surgical 
things, so that was my ambition in 
medical school. But that decision called 
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Chosen School Favorite and Vice 
President of Student Council, R. Scott 
Jones, pictured in 1956 yearbook. 

for more personal evaluation. One has 
to consider oneself as to where you 
would fit in best, and I decided I would 
fit best in the field of surgery. That 
assessment proved true.” 

After an additional year of internship 
at UTMB Galveston, Dr. Jones spent 
five years at the University of Pennsyb 
vania in Philadelphia as a surgical 
resident. He then took one year and 
went to the West Coast 
where he followed a new 
dream, that of becoming a 
teacher himself in medical 
school. “I had thought 
about it for quite a while,” 
he said, “and when I went 
to Penn, that feeling got 
stronger. After I finished 
my residency, I needed 
some additional experi- 
ence and training in 
research. So I took a year’s 
fellowship where I didn’t 
do any surgical or clinical 
work and concentrated on 
pure laboratory research 
at the Veteran’s Adminis- 
tration hospital, in Los 
Angeles, which was affiliated with 
UCLA. It was a great opportunity to 
work with Dr. Morton Grossman, a 
nationally and internationally-recog¬ 
nized scientist, learning how to conduct 
fundamental research. He was a physi¬ 
ologist, a Ph.D. and an M.D., who 
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Selected Sophomore Favorite, William B. 
Kinzie, from 1956 yearbook. 


devoted his entire life to research. My 
first faculty position was at the Univer¬ 
sity of California in San Francisco and 
at the V.A. hospital there. After three 
years I went on to Duke University 
Medical School. It sounds like I was 
moving around all the time, but that’s 
the way things normally happen in the 
academic pathway of teaching medicine!” 

Dr. Jones thought Duke would be his 


last stop, staying there for ten years. “It 
was a wonderful time for me profes¬ 
sionally, because I became very busy as a 
surgeon with a very active referral 
practice in the medical school. It was 
fascinating work and presented oppor¬ 
tunities to meet many interesting 


people. The presence of a research 
laboratory was a real plus, too, and I 
spent a lot of my time teaching students 
and residents. It was a very stimulating 
environment, very productive and 
fulfilling. I had an opportunity to take a 
higher post, the one I fill now, as 
Chairman of Surgery at the University 
of Virginia, fourteen years ago, and it 
seemed a logical step in my progression 
through medicine.” 

An average day for Dr. Jones would 
probably be mindboggling for the 
average citizen. “I wear a lot of hats,” he 
offered. “Talk about today ... I spent the 
morning in surgery. Because of refer¬ 
rals, I still do several operations a week, 
out-of-the-ordinary procedures that 
need to be done, and I see patients in the 
office two days a week. Also, I spend a 
lot of time supporting the administra¬ 
tion of our faculty, recruiting and 
conducting career development for 
young people, faculty and surgical 
trainees—some forty young people train 
in surgery here and I’m responsible for 
their education and experiences. We 
make sure there are adequate programs, 
conferences and clinical experiences for 
them. I have to look after the adminis¬ 
trative side of the practice in our 
department, which includes personnel 
management, as well as other areas.” 

When asked about the 
next step in his medical 
career, Dr. Jones said, “My 
intention is to continue 
doing exactly what I am 
doing now for the rest of 
my professional life, but 
that doesn’t mean just 
sitting here! We’ve got a lot 
of things to accomplish. 

We have to work hard to 
stay abreast of changes in 
our field, both scientific 
and technical, as well as 
trends in social issues. As 
you know, and everyone 
knows, health care reform, 
managed care and other 
programs aimed at reduc¬ 
ing the cost of medicine are on their 
way, and all of us have a great responsi¬ 
bility to do the things we can do to 
make medicine better, more accessible, 
more efficient and less costly. We spend 
a lot of time going over those issues in 
addition to trying to sustain the educa- 


“This may sound phoney or 
whatever, but ids true: I have 
never forgotten the place „ I 
have a very good feeling 
about ito Not only nostalgia, 
but of gratitude 
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tional effort that we’re into here.” 

Dr. Jones’ personal life pervades his 
professional endeavors. “I met my wife, 
Carol Elaine Benson, when we were at 
Tyler High School,” he relates. We got 
married at the end of my first year of 
medical school. We have three children 
and four grandchildren. My family has 
been an important and happy part of 
my life. My colleagues and I talk about 
family tensions in our profession that 
result from the kind of work we do. 
Those tensions do exist, because of time 
spent away from home, and being on- 
call at all hours of the day and night. 
Time goes by with absence due to 
professional travel. But I have to say 
that my family is the bright spot in my 
life. They are a great personal blessing 
for me.” 

Friends made at Tyler Junior College 
stand out in Dr. Jones’ memories. “I had 
a lot of good classmates at TJC. Obvi¬ 
ously, I can’t mention all of them, but 
there was one in particular, a man 
named Bill Kinsey. I mention him 
because we went on to become room¬ 
mates at the University of Texas in 
Austin. His alma mater is Baylor 
Medical School and he is a very success¬ 
ful family doctor in Ennis, Texas. We 


talk from time to time. Friends, teach¬ 
ers, the environment at TJC are all 
inspirational, but the opportunity to 
associate with excellent people in your 
peer group is a very important factor in 
your life. The class was filled with good 
people who were tremendous role 
models for all of us. 

I still have family in Tyler and come 
back every so often. I enjoy driving by 
and looking at how much Tyler Junior 
College has changed over the years. This 
may sound phoney or whatever, but it’s 
true: I have never forgotten the place. I 
have a very good feeling about it. Not 
only nostalgia, but a gratitude because I 
really believe that it provided me with a 
start that I wouldn’t have had if I had 
gone somewhere else.” 

Dr. Jones didn’t hesitate when asked 
about advice he would give to a student 
considering the choice of a life-long 
career. “First of all, I would say that 
even though it’s been forty years for 
me—my how time flies!— I think one of 
the great gifts from Providence is to 
have commitment to something: to feel 
dedicated and committed to an en¬ 
deavor, principle, goal or accomplish¬ 
ment, and to feel it in a very powerful 
way. The reason 1 say it’s a blessing is 



Dr. Jones in his office. 


that sometimes you could say it is a 
curse. Call it a purpose—whatever it is 
you happen to be committed to that 
really allows you to channel your energy 
into. There is so much competition for 
that commitment, so many things out 
there that want to be first, they become 
distractions, making it difficult to 
become focused in any one field. 1 don’t 
know how to tell people to try things, 
throw yourself into them, analyze 
yourself and your capabilities and 
certainly always do your best. Push 
yourself until you find something that 
is emotionally fulfilling, you’ve got to 
feel good about it. When you find that 
thing, whatever it is, commit yourself 
and your energy to it. It’s the greatest 
feeling there is. Seeking, and then 
having dedication to a goal, an end, or a 
purpose is very important. Everything 
else then falls into place.” 

“I would also recommend enrollment 
at Tyler Junior College. It’s a wonderful 
place to begin your academic life. 1 
really believe that if I had gone to a 
larger, or different school, my life would 
have a completely different outcome. I 
learned a lot about myself at TJC, 
because I could try my wings there as to 
my capabilities and interests. I found I 
did have certain qualities inside of me I 
didn’t realize were there and Tyler 
Junior College helped to bring out the 
very best!” 

Dr. Jones voiced his hope for TJC’s 
future graduates is that they are as well 
prepared when leaving the College as he 
felt upon entering the University of 
Texas at Austin and then he knows they 
can pursue their dreams, no matter how 
distant they may seem. In taking a final 
look at Dr. Rayford Scott Jones’ long list 
of accomplishments, and considering 
the impact that his dedication and 
willingness to share his knowledge with 
others has had on the world of medi¬ 
cine, Tyler Junior College is fortunate to 
have had the likes of Dr. Jones in its 
halls. And every year, behind the 
inquisitive eyes of many uncertain 
freshmen there may lurk just the right 
combination of desire and drive that 
harkens to the memory of another 
freshman arriving almost 40 years ago, 
who came to TJC looking for direction 
and found it at the hands of sensitive, 
caring instructors and life-long 
friends, m 
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by Rick Diamond 


TJC offers so much that outstanding 
students value; for many it is the college 
they always wanted to attend. Some of 
them discuss what their experience at 
TJC has meant to them. 

1 remember the first time my wife 
and I saw Tyler Junior College’s campus. 
1 was finishing graduate school at 
Baylor, and my parents-in-law had been 
vacationing in East Texas with the 
hopes of perhaps buying land up near 
Lake Fork. I really needed a job; 1 had 
been teaching elementary school for a 
year and the thought of facing another 


fifth grader while simultaneously trying 
to finish my Master’s thesis was just too 
horrible so, I was looking at jobs in 
which I could teach grown-ups. My 
parents-in-law suggested a visit to TJC. 

I had heard of TJC; lots of people who 
aren’t from around here have heard of 
TJC. People have heard of TJC’s excel¬ 
lent academic reputation, or its impres¬ 
sive traditions, or the Apache Belles. So 
I thought, sure, while we’re out here in 
East Texas for the weekend, let’s stop by 
this place. But 1 wasn’t prepared for 
what 1 was going to see. 


TJC’s campus, as anyone who has 
been here knows, is truly beautiful and 
is, in every sense of the word, collegiate. 

I was amazed. “This is a two-year 
college?,” I asked as we made the ap¬ 
proach towards Jenkins Hall and the 
Fifth Street lawn. “You’ve got to be 
kidding. This place is gorgeous. This 
isn’t a commuter school.” My wife 
reminded me that one of the friends she 
had graduated high school with in Dallas 
had come to TJC, and had loved it. My 
father-in-law added a similar story, then 
I remembered another story. It occurred 
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to us all that this was no ordinary little 
school. 

1 was hired at another two-year 
college down the road, where I worked 
for three years, hoping all the while to 
hear of an opening at TJC. But, jobs at 
TJC are very hard to come by. I waited, 
enjoying the other school and the nice 
town it was in, but my secret dream was 
to come to Tyler and to be associated 
with this place—which struck me as a 
remarkable blend of the best things a 
small liberal arts college offers, and the 
best things a technical or vocational or 
community college offers. TJC just felt 
good, and the more I lived and worked 
in East Texas, the more I realized what a 
rarity this place was. In fact, I had begun 
part-time teaching at TJC in the spring 
of 1989 just to be on the campus, 
commuting from my other, full-time 
job. When I heard that there was in fact 
going to be an opening at TJC in the 
English Program (the first in ten years, I 
was told) I couldn’t wait to apply—only 
to find out that there were over one 
hundred applicants for the job. 

I was lucky. 1 was hired to teach at 
TJC and my expectations were more 
than satisfied. Among the teachers were 
instructors who rivaled the best teach¬ 
ers 1 had seen anywhere. Of course, the 




Jason Calhoun 


campus was more 
beautiful than it had 
been three years before. 

And the commitment 
to excellence was 
apparent throughout 
the college. Administra¬ 
tors were seeking the 
most innovative and 
creative methods for 
growth and learning. 

The academic expecta¬ 
tions for classes were 
quite high. And while 
there were scattered 
problems and issues to 
address, as there are in 
any large business or 
institution, I sensed 
that the great majority 
of personnel were 
genuinely committed to 
finding solutions that 
best served TJC’s 
students and commu¬ 
nity. As I worked on 
Phase II of Project 2001 and researched 
what sorts of things other two-year 
colleges throughout the nation are 
offering and attempting, I found that 
TJC is among the most forward- 
thinking schools in the country, while 
still retaining an impressive array of 
traditional college components. 

One of my frustrations at TJC, 
though, has been my own struggle to 
impress upon people just how outstand¬ 
ing TJC is. Students from Tyler are very 
often the worst about recognizing this; 
many of them, reminiscent of Jimmy 
Stewart’s character George Bailey in It’s 
A Wonderful Life , sit in the back of my 
class a month into the fall semester, 
sighing to themselves, “If I don’t get out 
of this crummy little town soon, I’m 
going to lose my mind...” while dream¬ 
ing of being at A&lM or living in Dallas, 
where they fancy the real fun and the 
real college classes are. What amuses me 
about this is the high number of 
students at TJC who have already gone 
off to school at A&M or to that life in 
Dallas, only to return home, realizing 
perhaps that what they had here wasn’t 
so bad after all. I’ve personally received 
many testimonials from former stu¬ 
dents who tell me that the teaching they 


had at TJC was better than any they 
ever had at their four-year school, and 
that they never had a better experience 
in college, or out, once they left TJC. It 
would be nice at this point to list those 
things the PR folks at TJC can show off, 
TJC’s sports program, or the Belles, or 
the excellent events and services TJC 
offers the community, or the nationally- 
ranked Speech and Theater program, or 
cheerleaders, or student organizations, 
and so on. 

But it occurred to me that perhaps a 
much more powerful testimonial would 
be for me to let my students speak. As I 
said above, the real strength of TJC isn’t 
its beautiful campus; it’s its people, both 
employees and students. I taught at 
Baylor, a school with very high entrance 
standards, as well as at another two-year 
school in East Texas, and yet I can with 
every confidence stack TJC’s students, 
and especially our best students, with 
anyone I’ve ever taught. Whether 
traditional college freshmen and 
sophomores, eighteen and first away 
from home, or returning adults in their 
thirties and forties and fifties; whether 
students living on campus in a dormi¬ 
tory and belonging to a fraternity or 
Student Senate, or students living at 
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Sherilyn Luke 

home, with parents, or with children, 
TJC’s students are among the brightest 
and finest anywhere. So I asked some of 
my students about their experiences at 
TJC, and their answers remind me of 
why TJC is so outstanding. 

The first person I interviewed was 
Jason Calhoun, who was an obvious 
choice because he was this past year’s 
Student Senate president. He grew up 
in Silsbee; his family now lives in 
Mineola. 

Apache: Jason, why did you come to 
TJC? 

JC: Well, 1 had been in the service 
overseas for four years, and 1 had only 
gotten to see my family once a year for 
those four years. And, 1 knew some 
people who had come to TJC, and they 
had said how wonderful the school was. 
So, since my family lives in Mineola, it 
just seemed like a good choice to me. It’s 
a good school, and it’s close to home. I 
had already decided to come to school 
here, and I got out of the service three 
months early. 

Apache: What were your plans? 

JCI was going to get a business degree, 
and get my securities license, and be an 
investment representative. 

Apache : What happened to change 
that? 

JC: I ran for President of student 
government, and won, and spent some 


time involved in politics, and I 
liked it. 

Apache: A large part of your 
learning experience at TJC has 
been student government and 
activities; has that been good? 

JC: Yes, definitely, it’s been very 
good, because you get to help people 
solve their problems. If there’s 
something that they want, and it’s 
good for everybody, you can help do 
something to get something that 
they need. And we have a great 
student government program here; 
when we go to conventions, student 
officers from other schools ask us 
for advice and ask how we do what 
we do, and we send them 
information. 

Apache: And now you’re thinking 
about politics for your life , s work? 

JC: Yes, I’m heading to UT at 
Austin; I’ll work at the State Capitol as a 
Senate messenger. 

Apache: Academically, how has TJC 
been for you? 

JC: Well, instructors are very accessible 
here, and so the coursework is not as 
difficult—no, maybe “difficult” isn’t the 
word—at a bigger place, students can’t 
talk to their teachers, but here, you have 
the opportunity to talk to people when 
you have problems and concerns. I kind 
of regret that it’s a two-year school. 

Apache: Why? 

JC: Because I really like it, and I’d like to 
be here to see how things develop now 
that Dr. Crowe’s the President. 

Apache: Would you go to TJC again, 
having been here? 

JC: Yes, in a heartbeat, because I didn’t 
know all that was here before, I just 
knew it was a good school. TJC has a lot 
more to offer than many four-year 
schools have. 

Apache: What’s TJC’s greatest 
strength—besides having you as 
Student Senate President last year? 

JC: (laughs) The faculty are excellent; 
TJC has a lot of traditions, unity and 
spirit —it’s like a family, different than 
just showing up for classes. And, it’s 
obvious that this school cares about its 
students. 


I then talked to Sherilyn Luke, who 
was also a Student Senate officer and is 
this year’s recipient of the Texas Junior 
College Student Government 
Association’s Student of the Year 
award. She was also named to the USA 
Today/Phi Theta Kappa All-USA 
Academic Team. 

Apache: Sherilyn, why did you decide 
to come to TJC? 

SL: Well, I’d been coming to TJC for 
several years since my dad works here, 
and I was familiar with the campus. 

And, everyone—faculty, administrators 
were always so friendly. I thought, 

“Well, how neat—to go somewhere 
where I already know everyone.” Also, 
my brother had come here and he said 
TJC was excellent preparation for him 
in his area, which is science and math at 
UT Austin, which is what I would be 
studying. Then TJC gave me a scholar¬ 
ship, and that was real great! 

Apache: Was it an academic 
scholarship? 

SL: Yes, it was based on grades, and on 
test scores and also on what you’d done 
in the community and in high school. 

Apache: What are you studying? 

SL: I’ll get an Associates in Chemistry 
from here. And then I’ll get a BA in 
Zoology from UT Austin, hopefully. I 
plan to go on to Medical school, with an 
emphasis on primary care, either in 
Pediatrics, Geriatrics, Family Practice ... 

Apache: So, do you agree with your 
brother, that TJC has been a good 
preparation for your later studies? 

SL: Yes, oh yes, excellent, challenging— 
especially with Organic Chemistry! I’ve 
learned how hard a class can truly be, 
and how much time you actually need 
to spend studying for a class. And, this is 
definitely what I want to go into. 

Apache: Well, what about all these 
other activities you’ve been involved in 
while you’ve been here? What role did 
they play in your education here? 

SL: A very important one—because I 
love school and I’ve loved my classes, 
but there’s more to life than just 
studying. Student activities were a great 
way for me to meet other people. I met 
wonderful, wonderful people; I was in 
the Student Senate, and Phi Theta 
Kappa, and STAR, and I met great 
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people through those organizations and 
made really good friendships. I learned 
things that you can’t be taught in the 
classroom, you know, leadership skills, 
and prioritizing and time management, 
and about important health issues for 
students and the community. 

In fact, for a while I was going to 
leave TJC. 1 wanted to transfer during 
my first semester. My classes were 
science and mathematics and very 
serious. But then I got more involved in 
student activities because of neat people 
like Zelda Boucher, health services nurse, 
Mary Beal, counselor, and Judy Turman, 
English instructor and Phi Theta Kappa 
sponsor and I had a great time! 

Apache: I get the sense from research¬ 
ing educational opportunities around 
the country that an experience like the 
one you’ve had at TJC is fairly rare. 

SL: Yes, this is the best college. I wish it 
was four-year! I want to stay! That’s 
one thing I realized about TJC—I don’t 
think people realize how many possibili¬ 
ties they have here. You can do any¬ 
thing you want to. The classes are great; 
they’ve got student activities to get 
involved in; they’ve got the job place¬ 
ment services if you need that; they’ve 
got so many different kinds of resources 
like the testing center, the counseling 
center, free tutoring—you name it, 
they’ve got it. And the faculty and 
administration are very student- 
oriented and very student-friendly. 
There are a lot of faculty and adminis¬ 
trators who are advocates for the 
students. You’re not at the mercy of 
some administration that doesn’t know 
what you think; the students have a lot 
of ways to voice their opinion, and the 
students have control over a lot of what 
happens here. And if they have a 
problem, the administration works with 
them. 

Apache: So what would you say is the 
most significant of your experience 
here? 

SL: The people that I’ve met, especially 
the faculty and staff and administra¬ 
tion. Pve had some teachers who are 
second to none, and I got to work with 
Zelda Boucher, the school nurse, who is 
a great advocate for students on cam¬ 
pus. The whole administration, Dr. 
Crowe and the Admissions Office, 
invited the top ten graduates from the 


area schools to TJC, to recruit them. I 
was asked to host a group from Jackson¬ 
ville, since that’s where I graduated. 1 
wanted to say to the students, “Do you 
people realize what a great school this is?” 

Apache: So you chose wisely. 

SL: Yes, and I’d highly recommend it to 
anyone, which is saying a lot, since I 
wanted to leave after my first semester. 

1 was like, “This institution is not for 
me, it’s not challenging me, it’s not 
working—” and then my classes got a 
whole lot harder very quickly, and I met 
some great people, and I’ve loved it. 

In the middle of my talking with 
Sherilyn, a fellow English instructor, 
Candace Schaefer, stopped by. She 
agreed with Sherilyn wholeheartedly 
about TJC’s being different from other 
colleges. Candace has been at TJC for 
only three years, so she can still compare 
it to other schools. 

CS: I told my classes today, Candace 
said, “You don’t know where you are. 
You go here because you live here, but 
you don’t know what you have and you 
take this school for granted. When I 
took this job, I was enthusiastic mostly 
because of the satisfaction I get from 
teaching, which had little to do with 
TJC as an institution.” 

Gradually, over the course of three 
years, something unexpected happened 
to me, and I didn’t even know it until 
Career Day this year. I was leading a 
high school tour group, and instead of 
just physically leading them from one 
building to the next, I started telling 
them what I liked about TJC. 

I told them that many students come 
here because they live in the area. But, 
many more come here because they 
realize that TJC is a school where they 
can receive a top-quality education in 
an institution where the instructors 
care about the student as an individual. 

1 shared with them that I had taught at 
institutions from California to Colorado, 
and although I always loved my work, 
there was something special about being 
associated with Tyler Junior College 
that made me proud to be here. And as I 
left the tour, I walked across campus, 
really feeling a sense of belonging. 

That’s what students here feel, too, 1 
add. 

Later that day, I interviewed another 
student, Gina Clayton, and asked her 


why she had picked TJC. 

GC: Because I live in Brownsboro and 
of all the two-year schools in this area, 1 
thought TJC would best prepare me for 
A&M. 

Apache: Why did you choose to go to a 
two-year school, rather than go to 
A&M as a freshman? 

GC: Although coming from a 3-A high 
school, I didn’t know if I was ready for 
A&M, for the profs and so much 
freedom, or all the other aspects of 
college. I took two concurrent college 
classes offered by Trinity Valley 
Community College my senior year at 
Brownsboro High, so I knew that college 
was much different from high school. I 
knew that it would be different—that 1 
would have more freedom, more time, 
things like that. But 1 really wasn’t sure 
about it, and 1 didn’t want to go to 
A&M and totally mess up my GPA. 

Apache: You had good grades in high 
school? 

GC: I graduated fifth in my class. 

Apache: That’s great. So you could’ve 
gotten in anywhere you wanted, I 
suppose 
GC: I think so. 

Apache: Have you been satisfied with 
your educational experience at TJC? 

GC: Most of it has been very good. I’ve 
enjoyed my classes very much. I’ve been 
challenged in a couple of classes; in my 
strong suits I haven’t been challenged as 
much, but in Math, I’ve been challenged 
beyond belief. I’m pretty well prepared 
to go to A&lM, and pretty much know 
what to expect. 

Apache: Has your coursework pre¬ 
pared you for a four-year degree? 

GC: Yes—I’m not sure because I haven’t 
taken science classes there yet. Scary. 

Apache: What’s your major? 

GC: Here, it’s been English, but at 
A&M it’ll be Agribusiness. 

Apache: How’s your GPA now? 

GC: It’s a 3.8. 

Apache: Wow. That’s great. 

GC: Thanks. 

Apache: Do you think that you made 
the right choice in coming here? 

GC: Without a doubt. 
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Apache: Why? 

GC: I came and learned the college 
classes and work load game, and now I’ll 
go and learn the freedom game. I go to 
A£kM on the weekends to see my sister, 
and I don’t study there at all. So I think 
that 1 definitely made the right decision. 

Apache: You commute from 
Brownsboro. Is that a hardship? 

GC: Yes. In commuting hours, 1 prob¬ 
ably spend ten to twelve hours a week 
in my car, and that’s a lot of study time 
wasted. But when 1 get home I study. 

Apache: So the results of your decision 
have been good, even with the hardship 
of the commute. 

GC: Very good. Totally good. Challeng¬ 
ing. Good preparation. 

A day later, 1 talked to two freshmen, 
the first of which was Kelli Cross, from 
New Diana, near Jacksonville. 

Apache: Why’d you come to TJC? 

KC: Its Theater and Speech program. 

Apache: How did you know about 
TJC? 

KC: I competed in UIL in high school, 
and our regional competition was 
always here, so 1 got to know the people 
here. Then, my senior year, the Theater 
director, David Crawford, talked to me 
after my one-act play at competition 
and offered me a scholarship. 

Apache: You picked TJC because of 
the drama scholarship. Was that your 
plan all along? 


KC: NO—I had a scholarship at another 
school, an academic scholarship. But, the 
summer after my senior year, just 
seemed like a great idea, and it’s been 
really fun. And, I picked a junior college 
for drama because at a four-year college 
you don’t get cast in any shows until 
you’re a junior. So you get more 
experience. 

Apache: What’s your plan after this? 

KC: East Texas State University or 
Abilene State University. I’m going to 
major in communications, minor in 
marketing or broadcasting and either 
work in the media or something similar. 
Or, perhaps work for a company and do 
their public relations. 

Apache: How would you characterize 
your experience at TJC? 

KC: I’m glad I came here. I learned a lot 
here. I learned a lot more than the 
information just in books. I needed to 
come here and do acting and learn 
about myself through it. And I’m pretty 
much through with acting now, at least 
as a career. It’s time to go get a career 
and get a job. 

Apache: How would you rate your 
classes? 

KC: My basic classes have been wonder¬ 
ful. Very good. And I’ve learned a lot in 
my speech and acting classes, too, on top 
of the basics. It’s been a very important 
experience for me personally. And very 
challenging. I’ve had to study a lot, 
especially this semester. 

Apache: If you’d just skipped the 

drama thing and gone straight 
to a four-year school, would 
you have gotten involved in 
drama or whatever? 

KC: No, that’s why I didn’t go. 

Then into my office came 
Kelli’s buddy Michelle Guerra, 
from Mission, in south Texas. 

Apache: Why did you come to 
TJC, Michelle? 

MG: I came here because it 
offered a good Theater 
program, and I was looking for 
a smaller college instead of a 
big school. I wasn’t ready for 
such a big school. 



Kelli Cross and Michelle Guerra 


Apache: Why. 

MG: In high school—let’s just say I got 
by academically, and I wasn’t ready for a 
big school, where I would only be 
known as a social security number and 
people didn’t know my name. That’s 
why I was looking for a junior college. 
That’s why TJC really interested me— 
because it had just what I wanted for the 
smaller stuff, but it had a really good 
Theater department, and that’s what I 
was looking for. 

What happened was that I was cast 
for a movie down in the valley where 
I’m from, and it was going to start 
shooting in August; but I didn’t do it, 
because I had to decide about going to 
school. My Mom and I were looking at 
schools, and my friend from Mission 
went here, and my Mom called for 
information and I decided to come here. 

Apache: Are you sad that you didn’t do 
the movie? 

MG: No, it didn’t turn out to be a very 
good movie, and I wanted to go here. 

Apache: And was that a good decision? 
Have you had good classes? 

MG: Oh, yes, I’ve had very good classes. 
In the Theater group itself, there are a 
lot of great people with open arms. And 
I’ve made wonderful friends here. Like 
Kelli. (They hug and laugh). I have had a 
great experience at this school. Every¬ 
thing I’ve learned is something that I’ll 
use no matter what I do. 

One of my favorite students was 
Renee Ellis, a returning adult student 
whose work was always exemplary and 
who was a joy to have in class. I began 
our interview by asking Renee why she 
came to TJC to begin school again. 

RE: Well, for one, I decided I wasn’t too 
old. 

Apache: I wouldn’t say old. You’re my 
age. I mean, why did you decide to do 
this as a grown-up, as opposed to just 
coming to school as an eighteen-year- 
old. 

RE: L m not real sure; maybe it was 
something I just wanted to make sure 
of—that I wasn’t over the hill, that I 
could still learn. 

Apache: And you had been in the 
work-world for a while? 

RE: Since 77. And I wanted to study 
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English. All of my favorite high school 
teachers were English teachers. And I 
had a friend who was an English teacher 
here. She encouraged me, because at 
first I was unsure of myself after being 
out of school for a while. 

Apache: So, during all those years 
while you had other responsibilities, 
going off to school wasn’t an option. 
You had family and work here in town. 
So, TJC was a way to try to go back to 
school, get a sense of yourself? 

RE: Yes, I could just scratch the surface 
at first. It was convenient, and I could 
see what I wanted to do. 

Apache: Did it work? Were you able to 
confirm your plans? Did the courses 
help you get what you wanted? 

RE: Without a doubt. My education has 
helped me see so much about my 
surroundings, and I pick up on things 
on TV and in personal conversations 
that 1 didn’t know before. 

Apache: So you’re now deep and 
literary. 

RE: (laughs) I’m just now much more 
aware of everything around me, and I 
think about things more. And I’m 
excited about learning. 1 had some 
teachers here, such as Dr. Peter Jones, 
history instructor, and others, who 
encouraged me and helped me, and it’s 
been an excellent growing experience 
for me. It’s something that I don’t think 
I could have achieved at eighteen years 
old, right out of high school. My parents 
had just divorced, and I needed to get 
out and work and see what life was like 
for a while. 

Apache: So for you, TJC was about job 
skill preparation, but also, maybe more 
about you finding out some things 
about yourself and your life, and where 
to go and how to move into another 
phase in your life. 

RE: Right. 

Apache: And are you going to con¬ 
tinue your English work? 

RE: Yes. My goal is to continue—to get 
my certification and get my Bachelor’s 
degree; teach high school; then pursue a 
Master’s degree at night school; and 
then teach at the two-year college level. 

I can combine what I’ve picked up from 
you, Jimmy Yancy, Paula Buck, Dr. 

Jones, Noamie Byrum, Candace 



Schaefer (all English 
instructors), so 
many great teach¬ 
ers. I hope I can 
have the enthusi¬ 
asm you all gave me. 

Apache: You’ll be a 
great teacher. 

RE: I hope so. I look 
forward to it. 


Patrick Willis 

Apache: Attention from whom? 

PW: From the faculty and staff, and 
your peers. I think that you’re still—I 
don’t know; a lot of people may not 
want that attention, they just want to 
be one person in the crowd, but 1 
wanted to know that I could talk to my 
instructors—and I can. I can talk to the 
President of the College, the faculty, the 
staff, if I have a concern or a problem. 
That’s not to say you couldn’t do that at 
UT Austin, or A&M, or wherever—but 
you’re not as likely to have the access, 
because at a larger college they don’t 
have the time as much as y’all do here. 

Also, I didn’t want to go off some¬ 
where because I didn’t want to be 
trapped at school. 

Apache: What do you mean ’trapped’? 

PW: Well, a lot of people—schooling is 
in essence a trap for many people. It’s all 
they’ve ever done, it’s all they’ve ever 
known. They feel like they have to do it, 
so they just go out and do it because 
society tells you to, your parents tell you 
to, they just have to go to school. And so 
people don’t learn; they just feel like 
they have to go to school. So I decided to 
make my college experience as different 
from that as I could. I’ve visited every 
state school, some private colleges, a 
college in Oklahoma, and everywhere I 
went, I tried to recreate my life as it is 
here in Tyler. I didn’t want to go to 
school my whole life for four years. 
When I got out of high school, I got out 
of being stuck in school. So I decided to 


Finally, another 
student to whom I 
wanted to talk was 
Patrick Willis, a 
sophomore from 
Tyler. I never saw 
Patrick dressed in 
anything less than a 
coat and tie and 
perfectly natty, 
except for the day he turned in his 
research paper, when he looked terrible. 
Patrick was another student active in 
student government this year. 


Judy Turman and 


Apache: Many, many students don’t 
just wander in here, falling off the 
turnip truck. They pick TJC because it 
offers what they want. So why did you 
come to this institution? 

PW: I didn’t know what to do when I 
graduated from high school, I just wasn’t 
ready to move on. I was from Tyler and 
I didn’t know what I wanted to do, and I 
didn’t want to go off to a big institution 
and live in a dormitory. I didn’t want to 
go to camp for four years. So I decided 
that I’d come here for one year, and 
then go off, but I didn’t. I stayed here 
for two years. A lot of friends I was in 
high school with came here. Now that 
I’ve come to a junior college, it is my 
opinion that everyone should at least 
spend one year at a junior college. 


Apache: Why? 

PW: Because I believe that when you 
have, like, fifty thousand people at an 
institution, and you go off just after 
you’ve gotten out of high school, you 
may be mature for your age, but you 
still don’t have the foresight to see what 
a change it’s going to be in your life 
when you go off to college. And when 
there are fifty thousand people at the 
institution, you won’t have the atten¬ 
tion you need as you would at a junior 
college. 
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do some things I hadn’t been able to do 
because of restraints on high school 
students. 

My education here has been —it’s like 
the motto, a solid foundation. And I’ve 
had incredible instructors. I didn’t have 
many teachers with whom I felt like I 
was just being schooled. I really felt like I 
was learning something or accomplish- 
ing something. And anywhere you go, 
your first two years are all core courses 
anyway. So why not go to a junior 
college and get your core courses out of 
the way and also do community service, 
or do volunteer work, or do political 
work, or do whatever you can if you’re 
so inclined. And I think that’s what a 
community college is—it’s a bridge to 
the community. 

Apache: So you think a lot of people 
shouldn’t go right off to school—they 
should go into the military, or travel, 
or do something to search out their 
own goals and values and get a sense of 
themselves—and you think that’s what 
a community college provides? 

PW: Definitely. 1 think that you can 
establish who you are and what you 
want to do, especially at Tyler Junior 
College. They work with you with your 
transcript, and making sure everything 
transfers, and it all will help you in your 
work. 

When I was planning to go to college, 

I thought about going off, but I didn’t 
want to leave my family. And also, I had 
a different idea about my major, and I 
had to go through some self-examina¬ 
tion. And that’s why it’s a whole lot 
better to come to a junior college— 
whether it’s to have some time close to 
home, or maybe some folks go to a 
junior college to get away from home, so 
it can be a stepping stone in that 
direction. 

Apache: So maybe there’s less risk, 
during that period of self-examination, 
if you come to a two-year school. 

PW: Yes, because a lot of what you 
think you want to do your whole life, 
you might wake up one morning and 
think that’s really not what I want to do. 
Or you might wake up one day (after 
wanting to go to UT Austin since you 
were two years old)—and you might 
think, “Do I want to go off to be with 
fifty thousand other students and do 
exclusively just that one experience?” 


For me, that’s just not what I wanted to 
do. 

I’ve been able to be involved in the 
community. In August of ’94, last fall, I 
was asked to join the Board of Directors 
of the American Heart Association of 
Smith County. And 1 worked on every 
fund-raiser I could imagine. I was one of 
the chairmen for the Heart Ball, and 
was able to be involved with a couple of 
other social organizations here in Tyler. 

Also through the people I’ve met here 
in Tyler, I’ve been invited to receptions 
for the Governor, and Kay Bailey 
Hutchinson. I’ve been able to accom¬ 
plish things that had I gone off to school 
somewhere else, I would have never 
done. I would have never had the 
opportunity being my age, to do all the 
things that have been important to me. 

Tyler, to me, is a wonderful place. It 
may not have the sophistication of 
Dallas or Houston—that’s why I like it 
here. I can always go visit those other 
places. 

I’ve toured lots of other campuses, 
and I’m confident that I could make it 
anywhere. But I’m going to continue 
here in Tyler, because here I have what’s 
important to me. Being involved in 
fund-raisers, community activities, and 
so on, I’ve decided to go into public 
relations, development, that sort of 
thing. 

College, for me, is about taking the 
time to start to learn who you are. As 
Oscar Wilde said, “Only the shallow 
know themselves.” So I want to keep 
going and making new plans. From my 
experience, I wanted to show everybody 
that you can get involved wherever you 
are. I had people who have come to me 
and said, “I would have expected that 
you would have gone off.” Some people 
see TJC as a commuter school only—or 
a place you’d go if you couldn’t afford to 
go off to a major university or if you 
had something bad happen in your 
family and you had to come back home, 
or if you partied too much at Austin 
and you had to come back. And I just 
want to say, when Tyler Junior College 
is one of the premiere two-year colleges, 
not only in the State of Texas but across 
the nation and even internationally, the 
only argument about not going there is 
prejudice. 

And again, a lot of people need to 
experience going off somewhere; a lot 


of people’s parents have trouble adjust¬ 
ing to their children as grownups 
psychologically. 

Apache: Aha. 

PW: Mine really didn’t have that much 
of a problem adjusting. I’ve lived in an 
apartment on the University of Texas 
at Tyler campus for two years, and I’ve 
really done my own thing and been 
almost self-sufficient. I’ve had friends 
tell me I have to go off and experience 
other things, but I’m doing what I want 
to do. I have the ability to go anywhere 
else, but this is where I want to be. 
Nobody is telling me, “Patrick, you have 
to go to Baylor or UT or wherever 
because your grandfather went there 
and there’s an award named after him.” 

I decided I’d have to give up more to 
leave than I would have if I’d stayed. It’s 
very hard for some people to under¬ 
stand my choice, but I’m very happy. 
Society tells us we have to be schooled, 
but nobody tells us to learn. And I’m 
learning. 1 don’t think many Tylerites 
realize the richness of the experience 
here. If they say , “You’ve got to get out 
of Tyler,” they’re mistaken; when I was 
debating about what to do about going 
to school, it was so funny—a lady who’s 
been here in Tyler for many years was 
talking to my mother, and she said, 
“Well, Patrick’s friends are telling him 
what they want him to do, not what he 
wants to do. And that’s fine. They’ll go 
away, and then they’ll grow up, and 
then they’ll come back home.” 

I suppose there are as many stories 
about why students chose TJC as there 
are TJC students, but for me, this cross- 
section of students, of varying ages, 
studying in varying disciplines, with 
varying goals and plans, displays what 
has made teaching at TJC such a 
rewarding experience for me. TJC’s 
impact is so clear in the lives of these 
people—and all because they chose TJC 
first, m 


(The author reluctantly left TJC in May 
1995 to become the Director of Christian 
Leadership and Discipleship at Pollard 
Memorial United Methodist Church of 
Tyler , but continues to teach part-time 
at TJC) 
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TJC FACULTY ON TOUR 


GOING* 


A s technological advantages, heralded as the makings of an Information 
Superhighway, unfold and bring us closer to the true “global village” 
concept Marshall McLuhan forecast in the 1960s, Tyler Junior College 
faculty members are reaching out to establish their own network of international 
friends and experiences—the old fashioned way. 

Between June 1,1993 and June 1,1995, TJC instructors logged 50,000 miles in 
international travel, leading them to such places as Australia’s “outback,” the 
Kremlin and the sacred temples of Japan. 

In most cases, faculty members received assistance from the TJC Foundation, 
which supplied funds for research, travel and educational experiences. 

Seeing the world is certainly an enlightening experience, especially to the eyes of a 
college instructor entrusted to bring knowledge to students who will soon be among 
our nation’s leaders in this global age. But, faculty members returned with more 
than a greater understanding of their world—they also have made inroads toward 
student exchange programs, and documented cultural and scientific findings to be 
used in the classroom. 

Four overseas trips which brought the world closer to TJC faculty and students are 
summarized below, beginning with a trip sponsored by Sister Cities International. 


Recent overseas travel by TJC instructors not detailed here include Fulbright Scholar- 
ship study in Thailand by Dr. Manoucher Khosrowshahi, government instructor, and 
travel study to Jamaica by Jeff Robertson, biology instructor. Both trips occurred in the 
summer of 1995. 

Planned trips for 1996 include a TJC Continuing Education travel study course to 
Thailand, led by Dr. Khosrowshahi, a 16-day study course in London and Paris, led by Jim 
Yancy, English instructor, and another travel-study trip to Jamaica led by Robertson. 

Dr. Khosrowshahi has also been selected to participate in a Japan travel study course in 
June and July, depending upon response from students eligible to receive course credit 
from upper-level institutions. 

Those interested in traveling to Thailand in May are encouraged to contact TJC Con¬ 
tinuing Education at 903-510-2900 prior to March 30,1996. 

Those interested in joining Yancy on his trip to Europe should contact him directly at 
903-510-2447 or leave a message with TJC Liberal and Fine Arts at 903-510-2548. 
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BEVERLY BUGAY 
CATHERINE CATES 

BY FRED PETERS 


When travelling international, as TJC instructors Beverly 
Bugay, instructor in business and management, and Cathryn 
Cates, instructor in biology, can tell you, it pays to be prepared 
for anything. 

Cates, Bugay and part-time instructors Pat Johns and Eunice 
Chancellor were among an entourage of 43 who travelled to 
Tyler’s Sister City, Yachiyo City, Japan, in October, 1994. 

This educational and cultural visit was the second trip to 
Yachiyo City made by a Tyler delegation since the two cities 
were twinned in 1992. 

After their 13-hour flight from Dallas into Tokyo, the Tyler 
delegation anticipated having time to rest, freshen up and 
change clothing prior to their first public greeting. 

However, they learned not long after their arrival in the 
Land of the Sun that a weather delay at the Dallas airport 
prior to their departure had altered the itinerary. 

Instead of the two hours they were expecting, the delegation 
was allotted 20 minutes to check into their Yachiyo City hotel, 
unload belongings and depart for a semi-formal welcoming 
dinner. 

“We’d been in our clothes for 20 hours,” Bugay recalled. 

But, the Tyler delegation took the occasion in stride and 
anxiously set off to embrace their new surroundings, knowing 
it is improper to be tardy for such a celebration. 

That night they were introduced to civic, city and educa¬ 
tional leaders of Yachiyo City. During the next four days, the 
Tyler delegation was treated like royalty, showered with gifts, 
applauded, serenaded and introduced to traditional Japanese 
cultural arts and cuisine. 

They toured schools, discussed educational differences and 
exchange potential and grew to appreciate the Japanese 
interest in preserving the country’s history. 

“The thing we were most amazed at is that we don’t have a 
sense of age in this country because this country is so young,” 
Bugay said. “You go to Japan and you see things that are 1,200 
years old. When we were in Kyoto, we saw the pagoda where 
the ashes of Buddha are—the Buddha.” 

The TJC foursome was joined in the delegation by Univer¬ 
sity of Texas at Tyler instructors and administrators Dr. and 
Mrs. Vincent J. Falzone, Dr. Tim Dolan, Dr. Brenda Gilliam, 

Dr. and Mrs. Allen W. Martin, Dr. Mac R. Moseley, Dr. Peter J. 
Nelligan, Dr. Stephen B. Rainwater, and Dr. Andrew S. Szarka; 
Trinity Valley Community College instructors Floyd Brigdon 
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and Nancy Ryal; and Tyler Indepen- 
dent School District instructor 
Evalyn Free. 

Johns recalls being impressed by 
the kindness expressed by the hosts. 

“The people-to-people experiences 
were the most important aspect of 
the trip,” she said. “The Japanese are 
very gracious hosts. We tend to 
think of them as stern people, but we 
were struck in the schools with the 
attitudes and the graciousness.” 

The delegation was split into 
groups for tours of two middle 
schools, where instructors who 
formerly taught in East Texas are 
now team-teaching English. The 
placements of Moncica Vaughn, Cindy Mika and Sherry 
Wyman were arranged through The University of Texas at 
Tyler and Sister Cities International. 

During their school tours, delegation members were treated 
to receptions and had the opportunity to visit classes, where 
students were studying such subjects as shop, art, orgami, 
English and music. 

“An interesting thing about the schools in Yachiyo, they 
don’t hire custodians—the children do all of the work,” Bugay 
said. “They take care of the grounds, they clean the buildings, 
and everything was spotless when we were there. They don’t 
throw anything down and there is no graffiti - they know 
they’ve got to clean it up.” 

It was during the school tour that Cates and Bugay began to 
miss Tyler. They were particularly moved when the student 
body of Higashi-Takatsu Junior High School sang “The Eyes of 
Texas” for the group. 

“Looking at those kids, you began to feel homesick. Beverly 
and 1 have children the same age,” Cates said. 

Cates said she is optimistic that future student exchange 
and scholarship opportunities may develop between the two 
cities. She, and the Falzones, Yachiyo City’s mayor, and the 
minister of education met with interpreters to discuss such 
possibilities. 

“With the Japanese, it’s a matter of opening the door and 
going through the ritual of discussing something of this 


nature,” Cates said. “I think there was 
a lot of groundwork laid for future 
possible exchange programs and such.” 

Johns said she has utilized informa¬ 
tion from the trip in her psychology 
classes. She brought back informa¬ 
tion from the International AIDS 
Conference, held in Tokyo in July, 
1994, which she was given by a 
doctor. She also made notes of 
educational differences, cultural 
differences, and work ethic and 
group differences, which she has 
shared with her psychology students. 

Chancellor videotaped portions of 
the trip and has shown them to her 
classes. 

“I am always interested in art and pay a great deal of 
attention to it wherever I go, and I’ve had the opportunity to 
travel a great deal,” she said. “I actually saw some art works 
which are in our book that we use in teaching Art Appreciation.” 

Sister Cities is hopeful that The International Choirs of 
Japan, which performed during a banquet given in honor of 
the delegation by Yachiyo City Mayor Kazuhira Nakamura, 
will be visiting Tyler, on March 27,1996, where the choirs will 
perform at 7 p.m. in Wise Auditorium. 

Johns, who serves on the Sister Cities Board of Directors 
along with TJC President Dr. William R. Crowe, said host 
families are being sought for the group’s Tyler visit, expected 
to last four days. 

Since being named Tyler’s twin, Yachiyo City has sent 
delegations to Tyler three times. 

Johns said the delegates have been impressed with the 
American spirit of volunteerism but concerned at the reports 
of random violence. “They’re very protective of their children, 
especially. That’s why they would like for the choir group to 
stay some of the time with families, so they are protected and 
don’t feel alone.” 

Though the TJC members of the delegation said they 
enjoyed the free time spent touring Yachiyo and Kyoto, the 
world’s second-most visited city, they are particularly proud of 
the educational experience and the advancement of future 
partnership opportunities. 



Beverly Bugay and Catherine Cates being 
entertained by a Japanese cultural magic show in 
Yachiyo City. 
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BRYON HOWELL 
CHEMISTRY 

BY HEATHER McLEOD 

(McLeod, former Presidential Scholar, graduated in 1995 and is currently 
attending the University of Texas at Arlington, School of Journalism.) 

A stroll through the majestic Kremlin; a scenic boat ride 
with belly dancers, singers and musicians; circuses with 
elephants, colorful clowns, tight-rope walking and laughter—a 
contrasting picture of what used to be a cruel, lifeless, black 
and white Russia. 

Chemistry instructor Byron Howell experienced first hand 
the changes Russia is undergoing as a free nation when he 
attended an environmental convention in August, 1994. He 
was invited to present his ideas at the conference by People to 
People International, a governmental organization that involves 
the realization of cultural differences. The TJC Foundation 
helped him make this trip possible by granting partial funding. 


B ryon Howell at a Moscow monument 
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“The trip wasn’t all fun and games. 

We were in conferences every day 
until usually six o’clock in the 
evening. All touring and sight-seeing 
had to be done at night.” 

Chemists from all over the world 
met for eight days to exchange 
suggestions for cleaning up Russia’s 
pollution problems. Howell’s presen¬ 
tation centered on education as the 
key to a healthy, safe environment. 

Because Moscow’s water system is 
set up in five rings which all spill into 
a main water source, anything left on the streets empties into 
their water supply. 

“They need to be aware that as long as the water system is 
constructed this way, what they leave on the streets today, 
they will drink tomorrow.” 

The “Don’t Mess with Texas” and “Adopt a Highway” 
programs were big hits with the Russians. 

When he was giving his presentation about the “Don’t Mess 
with Texas” campaign, the interpreter stopped red-faced and 
wide-eyed when he tried to fumble for the Russian word for 
mess. 

“The interpreter finally just waved me on,” Howell laughed. 
“There isn’t a word for mess in Russian that can be used 
without offending the audience.” 

Although there is still a sentiment of hesitation in the older 
Russians, the younger crowds are buzzing with the excitement 
of a free society. 

“The government would have a difficult time turning back 
to a communist society. The people are accepting the 
changes—they’re just not happening fast enough.” 

The government is having to do an about face when it 
comes to priorities, Howell said. What used to be a govern¬ 
ment not involved in social assistance but primarily concerned 
with military might is now a government struggling to make 
Russia a pleasant place to live. 

“The people are not used to owning anything themselves. It 


was always the government’s prop¬ 
erty, so if anything ever happened to 
it, they wouldn’t fix it. It wasn’t theirs 
to fix.” 

Traces of the once communist- 
ruled society still exist. Army green 
war tanks and oversized trucks are, 
for many Russians, the family vehicle. 
It’s their only way to work and a 
major contributor to air pollution. 

“Who am I to tell them they can’t 
drive their army truck to work which 
could be 20 miles away?” He contin¬ 
ues, “This is a very poor society. They’re doing what it takes to 
survive.” 

Howell brought home with him a deeper concern for the 
environment than before, he said, and he is hoping to start an 
environmental chemistry class soon at TJC. 

“While researching our environment to help the Russians, I 
realized that we have plenty of problems of our own. We are 
trying to help them, yet at the same time we don’t have the 
answers to our problems yet.” 

Since he has been home from Russia, he has applied for 
grants to conduct environmental workshops for schools and to 
begin classes in microscale chemistry. 

Howell regretted that his environmental duties took so 
much time that he had to rush through tours of places such as 
the Kremlin and Red Square. He viewed much of Moscow in a 
blur from a tour bus window. 

“It would have been nice to have had more sight-seeing time 
and have my family with me,” he said. “I had to swing by a gift 
store at the last minute to get souvenirs for my children —if I 
would have forgotten, my wife would’ve killed me.” 

Howell made a significant impression on the Russian 
environmentalists. He was able to discuss his ideas with them 
through an interpreter, and he thinks they took his message to 
heart. It was evident when in closing remarks the speaker 
proudly said in English, so no one would take offense, “Don’t 
mess with Texas.” 
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LARRY PILGRIM 
JUDY PILGRIM 
BIOLOGY 

BY HEATHER McLEOD 


A trip to Australia for agricultural sciences instructor and 
director Larry Pilgrim and his wife, biology instructor Judy 
Pilgrim, didn’t call for elaborate hotel accommodations or 
hired tour guides. In fact, just a little GM car and a lot of 
energy were all these two required to turn a class trip to 
Australia into an adventure. 

During the summer of 1993 the Pilgrims took a graduate 
course in marine ecology at Portland State University which 
later landed them in Australia studying the Great Barrier Reef 
off the northeastern coast. The location was Cairns, where 
they attended class, studied and snorkeled in the Coral Sea 
every day. 


A 



Australian natives are friendly and curious said Larry as he 
took a break. 
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“When the course was over, I asked 
what would happened if we missed 
our flight home,” Pilgrim said, 
grinning. “They said we would just be 
on stand-by and could catch a flight 
home when we could. So, we missed 
our flight.” 

The two rented a car and set off to 
create a massive collection of slides to 
be used in development of teaching 
materials on ecology and agriculture. 

This encieavor was partially funded 
through the TJC Foundation. 

“It took time getting used to the 
left side of the road,” he said. “And 
the windshield wipers were where 
our blinkers are. ‘Windshield wiper 
check’ became a real joke.” 

The couple drove through the main agriculture production 
areas. 

“There is a huge agricultural industry outside of the US. I’m 
able to use my slides to demonstrate to my students the impact 
of agriculture all over the world.” 

They also visited the agricultural university centers where 
they got a sneak-peak at new agricultural technology, part of 
the reason Australia is one of the world’s major food exporters. 

Then the two rolled up their sleeves, pulled their hats down 
tight and ventured out across the outback. 

Australia’s outback is thousands of miles of emptiness. The 
Pilgrims took ecology slides of the Red Center and Alice 
Springs, tried kangaroo pot pie (which they didn’t like!) and 
rescued a group of aborigines whose truck had run out of gas. 

There is only one road that crosses the outback, and there 
are “convenience” stores every few miles. The Pilgrims gave 
the aborigines gasoline, and they insisted upon giving them a 
lizard wood carving in exchange. 

Their nights were spent sleeping in the car in order to stay 


protected from the dingoes that were 
always lurking around. In the snowy 
mountains they saw thick masses of 
kangaroo. 

Such an adventure would be 
incomplete without a little rock 
climbing. So, the Pilgrims climbed 
Eyres Rock in the Uluru National 
Park, which was a challenge. 

“Last year 16 people died on this 
climb,” Pilgrim stated. “Most of which 
were from heart attacks.” 

Back at the coast they saw an opera 
in Sydney and sat in on a high school 
assembly. 

“There are almost no disciplinary 
problems in Australia’s school. Out of 
the 1,500 students in this high school, only one lady got 
pregnant out of wedlock and one boy was expelled for fight¬ 
ing.” 

Australia’s schools don’t bother installing lockers. Students 
just line their backpacks against the walls in the hallway and 
walk off and leave them. There’s no concern about theft. 

After a month, the Pilgrims decided to bring the Australia 
adventure to a close. He now has slides of every ecosystem 
there is, along with slides for animal economics, animal 
husbandry, wildlife management and biology. 

“Having these slides improves my credibility,” he said. 
“Students like to see the teacher with flies on his face pointing 
at a bat in a tree rather than watching those that come to us in 
a box.” 

They caught a plane and finally landed in the US—Hawaii 
to be exact. “... So I asked them what would happen if I missed 
my flight...” 

And the rest is history. The couple stayed in Hawaii for 
another three days, taking pictures of pineapple agriculture 
and the rain forest before boarding their flight back to Texas. 



Judy Pilgrim with the Australian version of our 
deer crossing sign. 
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CHEMISTRY 

BY HEATHER McLEOD 


To most, Puerto Rico is the place for the ideal vacation — 
refreshing crystal clear waters rush up to tickle the tips of you 
sun-kissed toes half buried in the sparkling white sand as you 
lie beneath the shade of towering palm trees which give the 
gentle breeze an aroma of tropical coconut. Ahhh, what bliss! 
But to chemistry instructor Dr. Idalia Trent, Puerto Rico is 
simply ... home. 

She moved to Texas 15 years ago to attend graduate school at 
East Texas State University and has lived here ever since. 

Visits to her home land are infrequent, although her family 
makes the trip to her home in Rusk often. 



Spanish garden at home of Juan Ponce de Leon in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. 
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Last August, Trent attended the 
Thirteenth International Conference 
on Chemical Education in San Juan, 
not only a professional development 
opportunity, but also a chance to see 
her family and homeland. The cost of 
the trip was partially underwritten by 
the TJC Foundation 

“I stayed with my family in Puerto 
Rico,” she smiled. “I also saw many 
friends from school at the confer¬ 
ence. I was not expecting to recognize 
them after 15 years.” 

The purpose of the conference was 
to find ways to entice students into 
the chemistry field. Trent said many 
students are not attracted to the field 
because the curriculum is extremely challenging. “Any chemis¬ 
try student can tell you that,” she said 

“On TV, scientists are always nerds, dorks and very unat¬ 
tractive, weird-looking people. TV affects the way people 
perceive people in the science field.” 

The five-day conference held many workshops that geared 
teachers toward making their chemistry curriculum more 
interesting for students. 

One workshop called “On Fostering in Students’ Creativity 
Thinking in Chemistry Teaching” emphasized the importance 
of allowing students to discover new things, advance new 
opinions, solve new problems and make new products in order 
to increase their creative thinking. The methods discussed for 
promoting this kind of teaching were to ask students more 
questions, use situations in every day life, give students more 
inspiring chemistry problems and experimental exercises and 
finally, launch some chemistry field trips to keep the interest 
alive. 

Trent discussed with her college friends the possibility of 
getting a foreign exchange program started. 


“We do suffer when it comes to 
our knowledge of other cultures,” she 
said. “We need to understand other 
cultures so we can deal with them 
better.” 

She expressed the differences 
between the American school system 
and that of Puerto Rico. 

“The difference I see most is that 
Puerto Rico doesn’t emphasize sports 
so much. We must learn to balance 
physical educational and academics. 
Both are important, but there is a 
fine balance which must be main¬ 
tained.” 

Students in Puerto Rico are also 
exposed to more cultures through 
their education system, she said. They begin reading and 
writing the English language in the fourth grade. In college, all 
books are in English and classes are taught in Spanish. Gradu¬ 
ate school is read and spoken in English. Because of this, Puerto 
Rico is beginning to stress fluency in speaking English. 

Puerto Rican history classes not only delve into world, 
American, and Puerto Rican history, they also study the Latin 
American history extensively. 

“The reason is because Puerto Rico has a commonwealth 
with the U.S. They are American citizens, which means they 
are under the U.S. government and cannot violate the U.S. 
Constitution,” she continues. “They take a wider approach, 
because Puerto Rico has been under different rule and it must 
learn to understand all of its umbrellas.” 

Trent enjoys Puerto Rico’s “very strange mixture.” 

“They understand McDonald’s, where there is sanitation. 

Yet they understand food venders on the street, where there is 
no sanitation.” 

“I find it amusing to have such contradiction,” she laughs. 
“There’s never a boring moment.” 



Entrance detail of tower on campus, University of 
Puerto Rico. 
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Ramey Tower 

Ramey Tower, completed in 1956 as an addition to the 
historic Jenkins Hall, has received a facelift and upgrade 
under a joint project initiated by the TJC Student Senate 
and the Tom Ramey, Jr. family. 

The campus landmark was built with funds contributed 
by the late T.B. Ramey, a federal judge and former TJC 
District trustee who was instrumental in the development 
of the current campus site. 

As part of the improvement project, a new lighting 
system was installed and the tower was physically restored 
before adding a Chime Master System audio unit. 

The system can be programmed to play approximately 
400 musical selections and the bell functions include 
Westminster clock striking. 

The renovations allow for the resumption of an old TJC 
tradition and with the addition of the chimes, the begin¬ 
ning of a new one, said student activities director, Scott 
Nalley. “Years ago, when the Apache football teams won a 
game, Ramey Tower would be lighted in gold for the night. 
At all other times, white lights would be used,” Nalley said. 
“With the repairs we can resume that tradition.” 

The tower was rededicated and the chimes played for the 
first time on September 17, Founder’s Day for TJC, preced¬ 
ing the inauguration of Dr. William Crowe as the fifth 
president of the college. “It’s really going to add a lot to the 
campus and we’re very appreciative to the Ramey family 
for helping us bring this project to fruition,” said 
Dr. Crowe. 

Initial funding for the renovation was contributed by the 
Ramey family, and the Student Senate provided a portion 
of the cost of the chime system. 



Left to right: Sherilyn Luke, vice president of the Student 
Senate , Judge and Mrs. Jill Ramey, Jr., Jason Calhoun , 
president of the Student Senate. 


61 st Presidential Scholarship 



Left to right: Dr. William R. Crowe, Hayes Caldwell, 
Dr. Doyle D. Starnes, Jr. and C.C. Baker, Jr. 


The Tyler Junior College Foundation was presented The 
Doyle D. Starnes, Jr., D.V.M. Presidential Scholarship. The 
scholarship represents a $25,000 endowment by a contribu¬ 
tion from Caldwell Schools. 

Hayes Caldwell, executive director of Tyler’s Caldwell 
Zoo, said the scholarship is in honor of Dr. Starnes, who has 
been a consulting veterinarian for Caldwell Zoo for 25 
years. Dr. Starnes is a member of the Board of Directors of 
the TJC Foundation. 

The 61st Presidential Scholarship at TJC represents total 
endowments of $1,525,000 with the TJC Foundation, said 
C.C. Baker, Jr., executive director of the foundation. 
Presidential Scholars are awarded $2,000 for a two year 
scholarship, and are given to incoming freshmen who 
demonstrate academic excellence, leadership and involve¬ 
ment in community activities, and who rank in the top 10 
percent of their graduating high school classes. 

“We’re grateful to organizations like Caldwell Zoo and 
the commitment of people like Hayes Caldwell and Doyle 
Starnes for their interest in the futures of young people,” 
said Dr. William R. Crowe, president of TJC. “Contribu¬ 
tions such as this assist the College in its efforts to provide 
academic opportunities for the very brightest college 
students now and in the future.” 



QreenTip 

FACT: Radial tires increase fuel efficiency 
by 4 percent. 

TIP: Use radial tires and maintain proper 
tire pressure. 
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Surveying Equipment Gift 



Left to right: Dennis Walker, A.W. Osborn, Patti Williams, 
Kevin Kilgore, Dr. William R. Crowe. 


The East Texas Chapter No. 4 of the Texas Society of 
Professional Surveyors donated to Tyler Junior College two 
new Geo Explorer surveying equipment accessory kits, to 
be used by TJC students. The presentation was planned for 
the week of March 12-19, Texas Surveyors’ Week. 

The donation was announced during a meeting of the 
College’s Surveying and Mapping Technology Advisory 
Committee at TJC on March 16. The advisory group, made 
up of industry representatives, provides the TJC surveying 
and mapping technology program with feedback on its 
curriculum and instructional efforts. 

The donated equipment is designed to provide users 
with sub-meter precision for calculating latitude, longitude 
and elevation to a degree of accuracy within three feet of 
any point on the face of the earth, said Kevin Kilgore, 
president of the East Texas Chapter No. 4 of the Texas 
Society of Professional Surveyors. Kilgore is a surveying 
technician with Brannon Corporation, Tyler, and serves on 
the TJC advisory committee. 

“We’re delighted to have the support of this group of 
industry representatives and we’re especially pleased at this 
generous gift of state-of-the-art equipment,” said Joan 
Jones, dean of business and technology. “These surveying 
kits will aid our ability to teach students using current 
technology.” Tim Gill is the director of the surveying and 
mapping technology program at TJC. 

Students in the surveying and mapping technology 
program will use the equipment in survey classes, in road 
design, oil well staking and in mapping projects, said Patti 
Williams, surveying instructor. Dennis Walker and A.W. 
Osborn, members of the East Texas Chapter No. 4 of the 
T.S.P.S. and the TJC advisory committee, joined in the 
presentation to Dr. Crowe. 

The surveying and mapping technology program at TJC 
is one of the College’s oldest occupational training pro¬ 
grams, and offers a one-year certificate of proficiency and a 
two-year course of study leading to an associate in applied 
science degree. 


Kelly-Springfield Co. and 
United Rubber Workers 
Increase TJC Scholarships 

Four new TJC endowed scholarships were received in 
May from Kelly Springfield Co.’s Tyler plant and the 
United Rubber Workers Local 746, bringing to eight the 
number of such scholarships. This most recent gift of 
$37,000 brings their total endowment to $65,000, with a 
final goal of $80,000. 

TJC was recognized with the award for its work in 
retraining of 1,400 Kelly-Springfield employees when the 
plant, a subsidiary of Goodyear Tire and Rubber, converted 
from a bias-ply to a radial tire manufacturer in 1984-85. 

Dr. William Crowe, president of TJC said, “Kelly-Spring¬ 
field is one of the most technologically advanced manufac¬ 
turers in the country, and so keeping in touch with their 
training needs is very important to us at TJC. We’ve 
worked closely with plant management and Jack Atkinson, 
manager of industrial relations.” 

“This is a good example of what I believe is a company 
serious about training, educating and retraining, and also of 
employees and management working together to accom¬ 
plish professional and lifelong goals.” said C.C. Baker, Jr. 

“It’s a unique program, and the employees and management 
of KS/URW 746 should be commended.” 

The Frank E. Peycke Memorial Scholarships and the 
John Nash Scholarships award four scholarships each year. 
The four new scholarships are titled the KS/URW Schol¬ 
arships. Recipients must be dependent children of Tyler 
Kelly plant employees who plan to attend TJC as full-time 
students. Applications are made to the company and 
selection is made by the TJC Scholarship Committee. 



Left to right: C.C. Baker, Jr.; Larry Smith; Dr. William 
Crowe; Jack Atkinson, former manager of industrial 
relations 
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First Sports Circle of Honor Inductee, 
Coach Floyd Wagstaff 



Coach Wagstaff in front of Sports Circle of Honor in Wagstaff Gym 


On January 7,1995, TJC’s coach emeritus, Floyd S. Wagstaff celebrated his 
84th birthday with approximately 300 of his friends, family and former 
players at a barbeque dinner held in Gentry Gymnasium. Coach “Wag,” as he 
is fondly referred to, coached at TJC from 1946-84, was surprised before the 
dinner with his induction into the newly unveiled Sports Circle of Honor 
located in the foyer of Wagstaff Gymnasium. 



Coach Wagstaff shown with some of his family at barbeque dinner. 


TJC Faculty and Staff 
Golf Tournament 

The eighth TJC faculty and staff 
golf tournament was held at Garden 
Valley Country Club on May 12. 
There were 14 teams and the winning 
team was Daryl Anderson, Dana 
Suddeth, Dale Carr and Lynn 
Guthrie. A lot of fun as well as serious 
golfing, took place on a day that 
threatened rain but held off till after 
the last team checked in. The tourna- 
ment is arranged by the social com 
cerns committee which includes 
Jeanie Brookshire, chairperson, John 
Baker, Rebecca Bibby, David 
Crawford, Linda Cross, Rebecca 
Philen and Joe Woods, all members at 
the time of the event. 



Left to right: Peggy Crowe, wife of TJC’s 
president, and former coach Floyd 
Wagstaff supervising play at the 
tournament. 


Many members of The Nell and Floyd Wagstaff Endowed Athletic 
Scholarship steering committee were involved in the preparations. Chairmen 
of the committee, David Lunceford ’54 of Van, Jimmy Murphy ’54 of 
Houston, and Mack Pogue ’54 of Dallas took part in the awards program. 
Tommy Tooker ’60, acted as master of ceremonies for the evening, with 
many sports memories about Wagstaff’s coaching days being recounted by 
former players in attendance. 

Following the barbeque, Coach “Wag” autographed his biography, Wag, 

The Story of Texas Coaching Legend Floyd Wagstaff written by Bob Bowman 
’56. The monies raised from the sale of his book, beyond printing costs, go to 
The Nell and Floyci Wagstaff Endowed Athletic Scholarship fund. On 
September 30,1995, in closing the Founder’s Month celebrations, ten former 
players and coaches were inducted into the TJC Sports Circle of Honor at an 
awards dinner on campus. 


QreenTip 

FACT: By using l A the 
energy of an incandescent 
light bulb, one compact 
fluorescent bulb saves an 
average of 260 pounds of 
carbon dioxide every year. 

TIP: Use compact fluorescent bulbs 
whenever possible. They cost more 
initially. However, they last 10 times 
longer and, with the energy savings, 
will end up saving you money. 
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TJC Presidency Official 

On March 19, Dr. William R. Crowe removed the interim from his title and 
became the fifth president for Tyler Junior College. 

Dr. Crowe has served as interim president since August 1994, when Dr. 
Raymond M. Hawkins, who had served as president since 1981, extended his 
retirement. 

The College’s Board of Trustees met in a called meeting to make the an¬ 
nouncement. Sixty-seven applicants sought the position and Dr. Crowe was one 
of the 12 finalists. 

“As I’ve said in the past, and hopefully will say many times more, I firmly 
believe this is the best community college in the country and certainly it’s a great 
honor to be able to serve it as its president,” Dr. Crowe said in announcing his 
acceptance. 

The selection committee, composed of trustees Judge Harry Loftis, Dr. Samuel 
Houston and David Lunceford each commented on the excellent qualifications 
of the fifth president. “I’ve never known a man who has received higher recom¬ 
mendations from his peers, from the leadership of this community,” Loftis said. 
Dr. Houston commented, “We had the opportunity to review a number of good 
people ... after our final deliberations, we concluded that Dr. Crowe is the best 
person for the position.” Perhaps David Lunceford summed it up by saying,“1 
was impressed with the quality of the applicants,... which indicates the strength 
of Tyler Junior College, its importance and reputation to people all over this 
country. It says a whole lot about the school, but the bottom line is that after we 
looked at these people, we realized we clearly had the best man already here.” 

Dr. Crowe first came to TJC in 1984, when he served as director of campus 
safety until 1985; as dean of students, 1985-89; as dean of humanities and social 
sciences, 1989-92; as dean of business and industrial technology; as associate vice 
president of instruction, 1993-94; and finally as vice president of instruction and 
student services, May 1994-August 1994. 

Crowe received his doctor 
of philosophy degree in 
higher education administra¬ 
tion with emphasis in 
community college leader¬ 
ship from The University of 
Texas at Austin in 1990; his 
master of business adminis¬ 
tration with emphasis in 
management/business from 
The University of Texas at 
Tyler in 1986; and his 
bachelor’s degree in business 
administration with empha¬ 
sis in marketing/manage¬ 
ment from UT Austin in 
1976. He played football for 
the Texas Longhorns from 
1972-1974. 

An inauguration was held 
September 17,1995, which is 
TJC’s Founder’s Day 
(September 17,1926). 



Dr. Crowe and son, William at reception in his 
honor hosted by members of the Faculty Senate. 


TJC Recognized for 
Minority Enrollment 

Tyler Junior College was among 
only 12 community colleges and nine 
universities in Texas to be recognized 
by the Access & Equity 2000 Com¬ 
mittee of the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board. According to 
reports submitted to the Coordinat¬ 
ing Board for the compilation of data 
for the six-year report, entitled Access 
and Equity 2000 : The Texas Educa¬ 
tional Opportunity Plan for Public 
Higher Education , the College’s 
Hispanic enrollment increased from 
123 students in the fall of 1989 to 255 
in the fall of 1994- Over the same 
period, African-American enrollment 
rose from 1,118 to 1,283. Hispanics 
accounted for 4 percent of enrollment 
in fall of 1994, while African- 
Americans accounted for 16 percent. 

Access and Equity 2000 is the state- 
mandated six-year plan for all institu¬ 
tions of higher education. It is directed 
by the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board and is aimed at 
increasing the representation of 
African-Americans and Hispanics in 
higher education. 

“We are proud of the achievements 
which have been accomplished with 
regard to the recruitment, retention 
and graduation of ethnic minority 
students,” said President Crowe. 

Dr. Crowe attributed the success to: 
the development of the Faulconer 
Academic Incentive Awards for 
Ethnic Minority Students scholarship 
program; expansion of support service 
programs; the addition of support 
staff, including a special population 
counselor, an outreach counselor and 
a financial aid technician; expansion 
of Freshman Orientation; expansion 
of Success-Oriented Studies; expanded 
use of admissions counselors, who 
visit approximately 275 high schools 
each year; development of a college 
mentoring program; expansion of 
residential life programming; and the 
expansion of the annual Career Day 
to include students from area middle 
schools. 
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Phi Theta Kappa Winners 

Two students, Lorie Prescott, a sophomore computer science major from 
Lindale and Sherilyn Luke, a sophomore pre-med major from Jacksonville were 
named to the 1995 Third Team All-USA Community and Junior College Aca¬ 
demic Team by USA Today . “We’re very proud of these two students and of the 
efforts of all the TJC students who have been selected to the All-USA teams 
over the years,” said Dr. William R. Crowe, president. “It’s a great honor and 
we’re happy to be so well represented among junior and community colleges 
across the country.” 

TJC is among the top five institutions in the country to have the most 
students named to the elite teams since inception of the program four years ago. 

Lorie Prescott has served as vice president of Phi Theta Kappa and Epsilon 
Delta Pi computer science club. She has been placed on the PTK National Dean’s 
List two years, Who’s Who in American Colleges and Universities and was the 
1993 National Collegiate Computer Science Award winner. Lorie maintained a 
4-0 grade point average and has been a volunteer worker with Salvation Army, 
PATH, East Texas Food Bank and Coats for Kids. She also served as a TJC peer 
tutor. 

Sherilyn Luke, as a 1993 Presidential Scholarship recipient, was named to the 
PTK National Dean’s List, Who’s Who in Community and Junior Colleges and 
maintains a 4.0 grade point average. She has served as president of the PTK 
chapter and received a Distinguished Chapter President Award during the PTK 
international meeting recently in Chicago. 

Sherilyn also has served as a volunteer for PATH, Coats for Kids and other 
church affiliated charities. She has worked as a TJC peer tutor and as a student 
assistant in the Health Services office on campus. 

Previous students named to the national academics team were Cheryl 
Phinney, selected in 1991 for the first team; Jeremy Cole, selected for the 1993 
first team and Tara Lynn Ayers, named to the 1993 third team. 

This is “a credit to our institution, the faculty, staff and students involved,” 
Crowe said. 



Left to right: Lorie Prescott, 1995 winner; Sherilyn Luke, 1995 
winner; Tara Lynn Ayers, 1993 winner; Jeremy Coe, 1993 winner. 


Music Students Excel 
in Competition 

Three music students were named 
semifinalists in the Regional Student 
Auditions of the National Association 
of Teachers of Singing competition, 
held in March, at the Shepherd School 
of Music, Rice University, Houston. 

The students chosen as semifinalists 
in the NATS competition were David 
Billman of Paris, John Jones of Mount 
Pleasant, both will be sophomores this 
fall, and Amy Portwood of Mount 
Pleasant, who graduated this May. 

Billman and Jones joined another 
TJC representative, Michael Moulton 
of Mount Pleasant, in the American 
Choral Directors Association 
National Men’s Honor Choir in 
Washington, DC. 

A total of 150 singers were selected 
from across the nation for the ACDA 
event: 50 high school students, 75 
college and graduate school students, 
and 25 conductors, community chorus 
members or church choir members. 
The 150 men represent 38 states and 
range in age from 17 to 63. 

The group performed twice, once at 
the John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts and the second day 
at Constitutional Hall, where they 
joined together with the U.S. Armed 
Services Choruses and the U.S. 

Marine Band in the evening’s dra¬ 
matic close, a performance of Randall 
Thompson’s The Testament of 
Freedom. 

The TJC participants are music 
majors and were students of either 
Cheryl Rogers, director, music and 
dance or Dr. Molly McCoy, instructor, 
music. 

“This was a truly outstanding 
opportunity for these students. We’re 
very proud of them,” Rogers said of 
the Washington trip. 
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Phi Theta Kappa Awards 



During spring regional and international conventions of Phi Theta Kappa, 
Judith Turman, instructor of English and a sponsor for the TJC chapter of PTK, 
said the the local chapter won several awards. 

In regional competition: 

• One of top 10 chapters 

• Most congenial chapter 

In international competition: 

• Ranked in the top 25 chapters in the world 

• Ranked 20th in leadership 

Both Lorie Prescott and Sherilyn Luke were placed in the PTK Texas-New 
Mexico Hall of Fame as outstanding students. The TJC chapter, Alpha Omi- 
cron, is one of the oldest in the nation, receiving its charter in 1930. Gigi 
Beaton, instructor, computer sciences, also serves as a sponsor for the group. 

Top Ten High School Students Visit Campus 

Students from area high schools, determined to be among the tops in their 
1994-95 senior classes, were invited to indivdual receptions hosted by President 
William R. Crowe. The following high schools, Alba-Golden, Bullard, Chapel 
Hill, T.K. Gorman, Grand Saline, Hawkins, Jacksonville, John Tyler, Lindale, 
Mineola, New Summerfield, Quitman, Robert E. Lee, Van, Whitehouse and 
Winona were treated during the spring semester to individual receptions and 
special tours of the campus. Each school’s students were usually accompanied by 
their superintendent of I. S.D., and their principal and counselors. TJC staff 
greeting the groups with Dr. Crowe were dean of admissions, Kenneth Lewis, 
and admissions counselors, Janna Chancey and Mechelle Dews. 

Last spring was the first year for TJC to provide individual receptions for top 
students from high schools in the TJC service area. The College plans to make 
the series of receptions a regular feature each fall. 

“We are glad to have them on campus. We hope we were able to answer their 
questions about college, and provide them with a good look at what TJC 
offers and how we can help them meet their academic goals of the future,” 

Dr. Crowe said. 

(Note: 41 % of these top students enrolled at TJC in the fall ofigg^J 


TJC Links Up 

The Board of Trustees, in their May 
meeting, approved funds to complete 
a fiber optic cable network directly 
linking a majority of the College’s 
buildings and computer users. 

The project, now completed, cost 
$1.19 million, provides computer 
access for all faculty and staff which 
allows for improved communication 
among all employees, said President 
William R. Crowe. The link up also 
provides students and faculty access 
to the Internet, offering greater 
research options, avail enhanced 
multi-media learning packages for 
faculty members to use in the class¬ 
room, and make it possible for dis¬ 
tance learning courses to be offered 
via computer, said Dr. Mickey Slimp, 
dean of learning resources. 


Student Teaches 3-D 
Computer Course 

A 21 year old sophomore, Willie 
Killian, taught a continuing education 
class called 3-D Studio during the 
spring 1995 semester. 

This type of computer program is 
used by the movie industry and 
advertisers to create lifelike three- 
dimensional images and computer 
generated animations. 

Killian first learned to use 3-D 
Studio for his final project in com¬ 
puter instructor Ed Cunningham’s 
advanced AutoCad class. He enjoyed 
it so much that he decided he would 
like to teach it and Cunningham 
recommended him to continuing 
education as an instructor. His first 
students included an inventor, 
architects, engineers, artists, computer 
and drafting majors. 

Cunningham acted as a facilitator 
and attended each class session. 
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Dental Hygiene Class of *84 Ten Year Reunion 

Pamela (Hollenshead) McDaniel and Pamela Lynch Sparks met with their dental 
hygiene classmates in Rogers Student Center for their 10 year reunion in the fall 
of 1994. The attendees, which numbered 20, had a casual get together, with 
refreshments. 



Front row, left to 
right: Pamela Sparks, 
Mary Ann Knowles, 
Donna Brawn, 
Melisa Martin, 
Allison Thomas, 
Nancy Jeter . 

Back row, left to 
right: Pam 
McDaniel, Mariana 
Coulter, Jennifer 
Johnson, Mary 
Webb, LaRhonda 
Cantrell, Susan 
Mills, Cindy Fanguy. 


Dental Hygiene Alumni Meeting and Reception 

Dental Hygiene Alumni Association, which is a special interest group of the 
TJC Alumni Association, held their second annual meeting on May 13. Following 
the College’s Commencement, the 1995 graduates gathered with families and 
friends for reception and awards ceremony in Rogers Student Center. Dr. Will¬ 
iam R. Crowe, president; Dr. Eugene Allen, board of trustee of TJC and Dr. Mack 
Hughes, instructor/director of dental hygiene, who has since resigned, also 
attended the pinning and awards ceremony. A reception was held following the 
pinning. 

The Dental Hygiene Alumni Association held their meeting immediately 
following the reception. Those attending were LeAnn Stanley, Jaye Shivers, 

Nancy Jeter, Sophia Rogers, Pam Wade, Marci Jenkins, Linda Ludovico, DeAnn 
Reilly, Jane Good, Sophia Rogers, Tina Amiaga, Lou Kuck, Fran Hall and Julie 
Mettlen. New legislation affecting hygienists was a topic of discussion, as well as 
raising money for scholarships and/or a financial aid fund to assist some students 
with the high cost of taking state boards. Julie Mettlen, instructor in dental 
hygiene, is planning an educational winter program for the group, to be held in 
the Dallas area. 



Alumni Officers Chosen 

After a year of reorganization of 
the TJC Alumni Association, a board 
of directors was chosen. 

We now have an exceptional 
board led by Andy Navarro ’82, as 
president. Andy is a graduate of 
Southern Methodist University 
School of Law and is with the Ramey 
& Flock firm in Tyler. The board’s 
keen interest currently is in the first 
Annual Fund drive (see inside front 
cover) and, planning alumni events 
for TJC’s 70th Anniversary begin¬ 
ning in September, 1996. 

Other board members are Nancy 
Lunceford ’55,1st vice president and 
a former Apache Belle who lives in 
Van. 

Dr. J. Scott Ellis ’74, 2nd vice 
president, is a staunch supporter of 
the College. 

Janie Chilcote, secretary, attended 
TJC for real estate and computer 
training after she received her 
bachelor’s degree from Texas Chris¬ 
tian University. We implored Janie 
to work with us because of her five 
years of experience as the profes¬ 
sional director of programming for 
the SMU Alumni Association. 

John Stephenson ’65, treasurer, 
also is experienced in having previ¬ 
ously served the Association as 
treasurer. 

Jackie Cannon ’57, of Tyler, 
accepted a position on the TJC 
Alumni Board while concurrently 
serving on the board of Stephen F. 
Austin State University’s Alumni 
Association Board. Jackie’s position 
brings us more alumni association 
experience. 

J.W. Johnson, retired former 
director of music at the College, is a 
walking history of that area. 

Becky Faulds ’88, of Mineola, is a 
graduate of TJC and currently is a 
part-time instructor in drama. 

Shirley Mallory ’52, is a former 
Apache Belle living in Tyler. 

In January, the alumni board will 
fill the vacant positions left for 
special interest groups. In the spring 
Apache, look for brief biographies on 
each of these officers to better 
acquaint you with your leadership. 
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“Want to Be a Doctor”? 

On April 13, alum Dr. Gene Dale Branum ’80, assistant 
professor of surgery at Emory University School of Medi¬ 
cine, spoke to about 150 TJC students on the topic “So You 
Want to Be a Doctor: Where You Are Headed and How to 
Get There.” Dr, Branum is the son of TJC’s Howard E. 
“Gene” Branum, instructor/director of physical sciences 
and engineering. 

Graduating magna cum laude from TJC in 1980, Dr. 
Branum received his bachelor’s degree from Austin College 
in 1982 and entered Duke University School of Medicine, 
where he completed his studies in 1986. He remained at 
Duke for seven years, serving in residency and as a research 
fellow with Duke University Medical Center from 1986- 
1993, prior to accepting his current position at Emory 
University. 

His address to the combined classes touched on the 
requirements for medical school and the options available 
to students interested in becoming doctors. Dr. Branum 
told the students that the road to becoming a doctor is a 
long one with many challenges. About 45,635 medical 
school applications are filed annually in the U.S., 

Dr. Branum said, while the acceptance rate ranges from 
3-10 percent. 

During his years attending TJC, Dr. Branum participated 
in intercollegiate athletics, at both TJC and Austin College 
and earned All-American recognition for football at Austin 
College, where he served as president of the student body. 


Cheerleaders Hit it Big 

The Apache Cheerleaders participated in a regional 
National Cheerleading Association camp at the University 
of Kansas in May and returned with four team awards, a bid 
to participate in the 1996 NCA national competition in Ft. 
Lauderdale, and the opportunity to participate in another 
special event of their choice. 

The Apache Cheerleaders, under the direction of Audrey 
Woods, competed against Baylor University, University of 
Florida, Southern Illinois University, University of Kansas, 
Barton County Community College, Kansas, Benedictine 
College, Highland Community College, Washburn Univer¬ 
sity, University of Missouri and Iowa State University. 

They were recognized for most improved squad and most 
collegiate; best spirit routine, earned second-place, fight 
song routine; and incoming freshman, D.J. Martinez, 
Mesquite, was recognized as a Top Gun Tumbler for her 
individual efforts. 

All teams voted “Most Collegiate” at the camp are invited 
to participate and be featured in their choice of any one of 
four NCA Special Events which include the Jeep Eagle 
Aloha Bowl, Honolulu, the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 
Dublin, Ireland, the Hula Bowl All-Star Football Classic, 
Honolulu, or the Day of the Revolution Parade in Cancun, 
Mexico. 

“We had very good performances in Lawrence, Kansas 
and our kids are really excited about the results,” Woods 
said. “We’re looking forward to a really outstanding year.” 



Left to right: Jamon Kirby, instructor, health and kinesiology; 
Howard E. “Gene” Branum, instructor/director, physical 
sciences/engineering; Dr. Branum’s wife, Mary Ann; Dr. Gene 
D. Branum; James D. Wicks, instructor/director, chemistry 



QreenTip 



FACT: Recycling a can requires 1/3 of the energy that 
making a can from scratch requires. 

TIP: Recycle your aluminum cans. You can make money 
while conserving energy and adding less to the waste stream. 


Tiffany Taylor, head cheerleader, second year, shows off some 
awards. 

Participating in the camp were: Casie Cabarubio, Hous¬ 
ton (head cheerleader, second year); Tiffany Taylor, Arp 
(head cheerleader, second year); Rodney Dunlap, Houston 
(first year); Sharnique Glaspie, Mesquite (first year); J.R. 
Jaquay, Athens (first year); Missey Shievelhut, Lewisville 
(first year); Robert River, Arp (first year); and Luther 
Walker, Corsicana (first year). 


Apache Winter 1996 


31 


























On Campus 


Sign Language Interpreter’s Legacy to Continue 

The TJC Continuing Education staff and the Interpreters Guild, on April 18, 
held a going away reception for D] Sorenson, who taught sign language courses 
through Continuing Education between 1982 and 1994 and helped begin the 
East Texas Deaf and Hearing Association. 

DJ and her husband Bill moved to Amarillo to be near family. 

About 100 people turned out to wish D] and her husband well, and to thank 
her for her contributions to interpreting and to the deaf community. 

Dj’s many years of work with the deaf community began far away from Tyler 
during a visit to Malaysia. Because of her husband’s work as an agricultural 
advisor for the United Nations, DJ often had the opportunity to travel abroad. 

It was during a tour of a mental asylum in Malaysia that she discovered 
several women who’d been institutionalized there were not mentally ill, but 
deaf. Inspired by that discovery, DJ promised herself that if she ever had the 
opportunity to learn sign language, she would. 

Within a matter of weeks, DJ’s husband was transferred to Washington, D.C., 
the location of Gallaudet University, the only liberal arts college for the deaf in 
the world. She enrolled and later graduated with a certificate as a sign language 
teacher and was later certified as a Level III interpreter. 

When her husband retired and the couple moved to Tyler, DJ began serving as 
an interpreter for the ETDHA, which provides interpreters for the deaf, 
assistive devices and information on hearing impairment. She also worked as an 
interpreter for various schools and agencies in East Texas. 

She was a prime motivator in the creation of TJC’s new degree plan for 
interpreter training, which began this fall, said Dr. Judy Barnes, interpreter 
training program director. 

“Tyler and all of East Texas is indebted to Mrs. Sorenson for her many contrb 
butions,” Dr. Barnes said. “We will truly miss her; but her legacy will continue.” 



Left to right: Dr. Nettie Miller, counselor, DJ. Sorenson and Dr. Judy A. Barnes, 
instructor, reading/success oriented studies/director, interpreter training. 


Search for Former Student 
Government Presidents 

If you can’t find Scott Nalley, 
director of student activities these 
days, he will likely be buried in old 
TJC yearbooks, College Catalogs, and 
yellowed copies of the TJC News 
attempting to complete an important 
task of tracking down all of the 
alumni who served as president of 
student government during their 
time at Tyler Junior College. 

He hopes that some of the Apache 
readers could help with the 11 missing 
years and review the list for errors. 

Student Government Presidents 

1926 

1927 Warren McDonald 

1928 

1929 Bill Scurlock 

1930 Brannon Taylor 

1931 Howard White 

1932 Olney Davis 

1933 

1934 Robert Price Howard 

1935 Jo Tolev 

1936 Edwin Rasco (fall) 

James Hankerson (spring) 

1937 Paul Musselwhite 

1938 Don Wood 

1939 Dean King 

1940 

1941 

1942 Jack Dunn 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 Bill Glenn 

1948 Acker Hanks 

1949 Harold Graham 

1950 Milfred Lewis 

1951 Dwight Ewing 

1952 Jerry Hill 

1953 

1954 David Lunceford 

1955 Carleton Godfrey 

1956 John Whitham 

1957 Jack Pollard 
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1958 Gayle Essary 

1959 Freddie Head 

1960 Hal Smith 

1961 Cliff Caskey 

1962 Glynne Johnson 

1963 Doug Warner 

1964 

1965 NealStokey 

1966 Vance Vurnham 

1967 Mike Ball 

1968 Pat Kimble 

1969 Charlie Taylor 

1970 Jim Ramsey 

1971 Craig Dooley 

1972 Thad Felder 

1973 Shane McCardell 

1974 Raines Miller 

1975 Jon Hazel 

1976 Buddy Holmes 

1977 Jo Nell Henslee 

1978 Todd Lyon 

1979 Walter Gadberry 

1980 Wally Brewster 

1981 Jeff Clark 

1982 Scott Cline 

1983 Tim Worley 

1984 Chuck Sowders 

1985 Phillip Ambrose 

1986 Mike Gaylor 

1987 Stacey Prince 

1988 Dan Gillespie 

1989 Blair Blackburn 

1990 Mike Ward 

1991 David Weaver 

1992 Jason Caldwell (fall) 

Sally Smith (spring) 

1993 Jay Daggett 

1994 Marshall Hanna 

1995 Jason Calhoun 

1996 Dennis Cliburn 

Scott would appreciate any other 
information you might have about the 
past presidents. Send information to: 

Tyler Junior College 
Director of Student Activities 
P.O. Box 9020 • Tyler, Texas 75711 
or call: 903-510-2371. 


Sports 

Apache Tennis Teams 

The Spring season saw the women carry the # l ranking the entire year and 
successfully defend their title in Tucson. Laura Nhavene, Paiao Short, Julie 
Stone, Adriana Dulic, Tracia Barnes, Carolina Delgado, Lindy Hardy and Katy 
Windham all were selected NJCAA AIL Americans. The women’s final record 
was 13T. The loss came in February to # 1 ranked (NAIA) Mobile College. 

The men had an up and down season and finished with a record of 12-7. Most 
of the losses were to Division I (NCAA) teams, but this was the poorest record 
for the men since 1987 said Coach John Peterson. The good news is that they 
jelled at just the right time and upset their way to a repeat of last years’ National 
Championship. TJC has now won both Men’s and Women’s titles back to back, 
two years in a row. 

Scholarships awarded to women players Laura Nhavene, Clemson University; 
Paiao Short, Arizona State; Julie Stone, Houston University; Lindy Hardy, 
Southwest Texas State; and men’s scholarships went to Rashid Hassan, Alabama 
University and Ryan Hines, Texas Tech University. 

The women’s team will be rebuilding in the 1996-97 season, but the men 
return this spring with a big portion of their team in tact. 

Apache Golf Team Champions 

The TJC Golf team was revived four years ago and each year the team has 
placed in nationals. The Apaches have finished third, second, first and first at 
the national tournament in each of those seasons. Playing in Greensboro, North 
Carolina, in June, Coach J.D. Menasco said his team thrived under the pressure 
of being paired with runner-up, Rend Lake, Illinois, and the team won with a 
nine-stroke lead. 

Then freshmen Kasey Young and Brad Weesner finished second and third in 
the medalist standings and were named All-American, giving Coach Menasco 
nine All-Americans in four seasons. TJC’s total four-day score of 1,197 set a 
NJCAA Division II tournament-total record. 

Apache Soccer Team Champions 

After only six seasons, the 1995 TJC Soccer team finished with a team record 
of 18-4-1 for third place nationally at Mercer Community College in Trenton, 
New Jersey, November 17,1995. Coach Peter Jones was named both Region XIV 
and Southeast District Coach of the Year and will receive an award at the 
NSCAA National Soccer Convention in Philadelphia on January 18,1996. 

Some of the highlights of those six seasons are eight All-Americans in Lance 
Johnson, Kevin Leonard, Jason Archer, Steve Phillips, Paul Hays, Eric 
Groetzinger and in 1995, Jesus Ledesma, of John Tyler High School and Henrick 
Dahlberg, Sweden, both of whom were First Team All-Americans. Three players 
have been selected Academic All-American: Ted Johnson, Todd Travis, Scott 
Hoelzle, Dustin Cross and in 1995, Claus Friis, Denmark. Numerous All-South 
and Southeast District All-Tournament players have been named including four 
in the 1995 season: Claus Friis; Pierre Barboza, Nacogdoches; Jesus Ledesma, of 
John Tyler High School and Rodolfo Robledo, Dallas, who was the MVP for the 
Southeast District Tournament. The team has won the Region XIV Champion¬ 
ship five times. 

Apache Football Season 

Apache Football did not fare as well as some of our other team sports, but 
Coach Delton Wright explained that the attitude and teamwork displayed by 
the 1995 team were the best he had coached in many years. Their season closed 
with two wins and six losses. Navarro, forced to concede one game, left the 
Apaches with an official season of 3-6. Coach Wright retired in December after 
an outstanding career with TJC football. 

President Crowe announced before the holiday break that the new coach 
would be Dale B. Carr, former assistant to Wright. 
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On Campus 


Faculty/Staff Briefs 

Marion Jackson, director, library 
information services, was recently 
elected to the nominating committee 
of the Texas Library Association 
Reference Round Table. 

Dr. Aubrey Sharpe, executive 
director, RTDC, presented the 
keynote address at the Third Annual 
Winter Tech Prep Conference in 
Beaumont. 

Timothy G. Anderson, instructor, 
history and geography, received his 
doctor of philosophy in geography 
from Texas A&M University. 

Candice Garner, director of 
student financial 
aid and scholarships, 
presented financial 
aid information to 
an associate degree 
nursing orientation 
session on campus. 

Jeri Holcomb, part-time instructor 
in English, presented a workshop, 
“From Groceries to Goal Setting: 
Listing Your Way to Professional 
Development,” at the NCTE Interre¬ 
gional Conference in New Orleans in 
March. 

Dr. Judy Barnes, instructor, 
reading/success oriented studies, 
spoke to American sign language 
classes at RTDC about the proposed 
interpreter training degree program, 
begun last fall semester. 

Vic Siller, instructor in speech/ 
theatre, took students to Lindale High 
School to offer help on how to 
properly set up lights and operate the 
school’s new light board. 

Ken Luke, counselor/director of 
testing, was elected this spring 
president-elect of the Piney Woods 
Counseling Association of East Texas. 

Dr. Elaine Graybill, instructor, 
French and Spanish, presented a 
paper, “Myth and Reality in Two 
Short Stories of Carlos Fuentes” at a 
meeting of the Philological Associa¬ 
tion of Louisiana in Lake Charles in 
March. Dr. Graybill also presented a 
workshop entitled, “Using the Haitian 
Folktale to Teach Language and 
Culture” to area French teachers in 
April. 


Shelley Kersh, instructor, com¬ 
puter science, was named program 
chair for computer information 
processing at the Texas Junior 
College Teachers Association annual 
convention in Dallas. 

Dr. George Wilson, director of 
multimedia access and production, 
was honored as Outstanding Alumni 
of the secondary and higher educa¬ 
tion department at East Texas State 
University in Commerce in April. 
Due to his service at TJC and 
professional activity with the 
Association for Educational Tech¬ 
nology, Wilson was named an ETSU 
Ambassador. 

Dr. Lou Ann Kuck, instructor, 
dental hygiene, published an article, 
“Weight Management: A Special 
Problem for Smoking Cessation 
Among Women” in the February 
issue of Seminars in Respiratory and 
Critical Care Medicine . 

Rebecca Foster, instructor, 
sociology/psychology, recently was 
guest speaker at the International 
Convention of Professional Secre¬ 
taries in Alexandria, Louisiana. Her 
topic was “Women—We are Still in 
Demand.” 

Christopher Stewart, instructor/ 
director of art, presented a program 
in May on print-making techniques 
and the difference between an 
original print and a reproduction at 


the Tyler Museum of Art. 

Candace Schaefer, instructor, 
English, was guest speaker at a meeting 
in Canton of the Poets of East Texas. 

James F. Barnes, retired instructor/ 
director of econom¬ 
ics, delivered the 
Spring Commence¬ 
ment address on 
May 13, in Wagstaff 
Gymnasium to 380 
graduates. Barnes 
began his work at TJC in 1955 and 
retired in August 1995. 

Emogene King, business and 
technology; Dr. Idalia Trent, health 
and natural sciences; and Candace 
Schaefer, liberal and fine arts were 
honored in May by the tutors in the 
EXCEL Peer Tutoring program. The 
awards were the first given and will 
become an annual event. The peer 
tutors received certificates of appre¬ 
ciation for their hard work. Seventeen 
tutors also received a National 
Certification certificate for achieving 
10 hours of training and 25 hours of 
tutoring. 

Jim Yancy, instructor, English, has 
returned to the air waves July 1, on 
KTPB, public radio from Kilgore 
College with his program, Opera with 
Jim Yancy. 

On April 6-7, TJC faculty and staff 
members starred in the play, He Ain’t 
Done Right By Nell The play, written 



Pictured during faculty/staff play He Ain’t Right by Nell are left to right: Alisa 
Carter, Brenda Thompson, Walter Fuller, Jeanie Brookshire, Jesse Wade, Bobby 
McGregor and Anita Tecce. 
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Two Tyler Junior College instructors were selected to participate in 
prestigious professional development programs this summer. 


Dr. Manoucher Khosrowshahi, 

instructor of government, spent 
five weeks in Thailand during June 
and July as part of a Fulbright 
Seminar scholarship funded by the 
U.S. Department of Education. Dr. 
Khosrowshahi, who organizes the 
annual International Day celebra¬ 
tion on the TJC campus, studied in 
Bangkok, Khorat, Hat Yai and 
Chiang Mai for the purpose of 
professional development in 
multicultural education. He focused 
on Buddhism in the Thai society; 
arts and crafts of the Thais; and 
social change in modern Thailand. 

The program included seminars, 
lectures and conferences at 
Chulalongkorn University, the 
Rahamongal Institute of Technol¬ 
ogy, Sathit Chula Lab School and 
Suan Sunanda (Teachers’ Training 
College) in Bangkok; Suriyothai 
University in Korat; and Chiang 
Mai University in Chaing Mai. 

Dr. Khosrowshahi, who joined 
the College in 1989, said he chose 
the Fulbright scholarship over two 
other international study opportu¬ 
nities he was offered because of the 
potential for using the knowledge 
to be gained in his teachings at TJC. 


Linda Zeigler, was selected as a 
Teaching Fellow for the Journalism 
Education Workshops, Track 5, 
conducted by The Poynter Institute 
for Media Studies in St. Petersburg, 
FL in June. 

Zeigler was one of 75 instructors 
in the nation to be selected for the 
summer conference. She spent a 
week studying new techniques for 
teaching journalism in the 21st 
century, working with 14 other 
print journalism instructors. 

This is the second time Zeigler has 
won a Poynter Fellowship. In 1985 
she became the first community 
college instructor to be invited to 
study at the prestigious Institute 
when she was chosen for a series of 
workshops on graphic design. 

Zeigler has taught journalism 16 
years, and since 1981, has directed 
student publications at TJC. She has 
won several teaching awards, and 
was among the first group of 
journalism educators to meet with 
their colleagues and professional 
journalists in the former Soviet 
Union. 


Upcoming Dramatic, Musical & Cultural Events 

April 20,1996 

Beethoven Ninth Symphony 

Caldwell Auditorium, 7:30 p.m. 


by Wilbur Braun, is an old-fashioned 
melodrama about a villain’s attempts 
to take over a town mill and the love 
triangle that evolves when he pro¬ 
fesses love for two of the town’s 
eligible ladies. 

Faculty and staff members appear¬ 
ing in the production were Bobby 
McGregor, instructor, graphic arts/ 
photography, Jeanie Brookshire, staff 
aide, master calendar, Brenda Thomp¬ 
son, staff aide, liberal and fine arts; 
Anita Tecce, instructor, English, Alisa 
Carter Lewis, instructor, mathemat¬ 
ics/ success-oriented studies, Jesse 
“Jay” Wade, instructor, computer 
science, and Dr. Walter A. Fuller, 
instructor, electronics. The produc¬ 
tion, which is believed to be the first at 
least in modern times that was put on 
exclusively by faculty and staff, was 
directed by Victor L. Siller, instruc¬ 
tor, speech/theatre. 

Judy Turman, English instructor, 
who is active in 
instructional 
television education 
and was one of the 
first TJC instruc¬ 
tors to deliver 
courses via televi¬ 
sion, has been selected as the College’s 
nominee for the 1995 Piper Award. 

“I have had ample opportunity to 
witness firsthand the benefits of a 
community college education,” she 
said. “Perhaps that is the main reason I 
believe so strongly in the work that I 
do here and take such pride in the 
achievements of those students with 
whom I am privileged to work. I know 
that those accomplishments will still 
stand when confronted with the real 
world beyond our walls.” Judy also 
serves as a sponsor for Alpha Omi- 
cron, the TJC chapter of the interna¬ 
tional honor society Phi Theta Kappa. 

Turman received the Mattie Alice 
Scroggin Baker Excellence in Teach¬ 
ing Award for 1995 and also was 
recently selected as a 1995 Robert Giles 
Distinguished Advisor Award winner 
during Phi Theta Kappa’s annual 
meeting. 


February 9,1996 

TJC/UT Tyler Jazz Band, TJC 
Symphonic Band Casual Concert 

UT Tyler Campus, 7:30 p.m. 

February 11,1996 

Faculty Recital, Molly McCoy and 
Andrew Skoog 

Jean Browne Theatre, 3 p.m. 

February 29-March 2,1996 
Spring Musical, My Fair Lady 

Wise Auditorium, 7:30 p.m. 

April 11,1996 

Student Enrichment Series, Laurie 
Lawlor, Author 

Jean Browne Theatre, 8:30 and 10 a.m. 

April 12-13,1996 

Apache Belles Spring Show 

Wise Auditorium, 8 p.m. 


April 23,1996 

International Day and Student 
Enrichment Series, Correo Aereo, 
Music Duo 

Rogers Student Center, all day 

April 25-30,1996 

Waiting in the Wings by Noel Coward 
Jean Browne Theatre, 7:30 p.m., except for 
Sunday matinee, 2 p.m. 

April 26,1996 

TJC/UT Tyler Bands Spring Concert 

Wise Auditorium, 7:30 p.m. 

For more information call 

903 - 510-2525 
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Class Notes 

1928 

T. Glaucius Barton and his wife of 
62 years, Louise, are making their 
retirement home in Ft. Worth after 
living 13 years in Florida and seven 
years in Colorado. 

1929 

Augustus O’Brien McCary, M.D. 

and his wife, Margaret, celebrated 
their 61st wedding anniversary in 
June. O’Brien, as he was known by 
then, speaks fondly of Tyler Junior 
College and TJC Trustee, Jim Vaughn, 
who was his fraternity brother at 
University of Texas Medical Branch 
in Galveston. The McCary’s live in 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 

1942 

Leon Mitchell moved back to Tyler 
in November 1994. A letterman in 
basketball during his two years at TJC 
and now retired from a career in oil 
and gas says he is glad to be back in 
TJC territory. 

1944 

F. Lee Lawrence was honored 
twice in May. First by the Smith 
County Lawyers Auxiliary and Smith 
County Bar Association as winner of 
the Justinian Award. Secondly, by 
Historic Tyler, Inc., when he was given 
the Preservation Award for his years 
of instrumental work in the preserva¬ 
tion efforts of historic landmarks and 
buildings in Tyler. 

1945 

Ruth L. Latta is now a retired 
medical bacteriologist from Brooke 
Army Hospital, Fort Sam Houston, 
and makes her home in San Antonio. 

1948 

Ray Tunnell lives in Dallas. 

1949 

Bill Bates, illustrator/cartoonist, 
who drew the original smiling indian 
mascot, is presently producing a 


:h> 


cartoon book about San Franscisco 
and illustrating a book on the Fiji 
Islands. He has eight children ranging 
in ages from 37 years to 2Vi years. 

James Lander of Lake Jackson 
retired from the Brazosport Indepen¬ 
dent School District, after 44 years of 
teaching health. Lander also coached 
for 29 years and drove a school bus for 
41 years. His advice to young teachers 
is to keep the rules to a minimum, but 
enforce the rules they have. 

1953 

Dr. B. Merrell Frazer, Jr., formerly 
of Tyler, is now a Park College profes¬ 
sor of law at the U.S. Sergeants Major 
Academy in El Paso, and is currently 
writing two books. One deals with the 
heroic stand at Lanzerath by the I&R 
Platoon of the 394th Regiment, 99th 
Division, which blunted the initial 
thrust of Hitler’s great winter 
counter-offensive. The other is about 
Hitler’s top security chief at the 
Obersalzberg-Waffen SS 
Obersturmbannfuhrer, Dr. Bernhard 
Frank, the man Hitler ordered to 
arrest and execute Reichsmarschal 
Hermann Gehring. Dr. Frank is still 
alive and is helping Frazer with this 
book. 

On June 5,1994, Dr. Frazer dedi¬ 
cated 120 Tyler rose bushes to the 
American soldiers slaughtered by Nazi 
soldiers near the battle site, southeast 
of Malmedy, Belgium. The new rose 
garden memorial commemorated the 
50th anniversary of the massacre. On 
December 17,1944, during the Battle 
of the Bulge, approximately 85 
American soldiers surrendered to the 
Nazis soldiers of Kampfgruppe Peiper 
and were led to a small, snow-covered 
field where they were executed. The 
memorial rose garden is located in the 
nearby city of Baugnex, Belgium. 
Frazer said the roses serve as a living 
monument to the fallen soldiers. “The 
roses are something that will live 
forever at least in spirit,” Frazer said. 
“People will come by the thousands to 
see them.” 


1954 

Jimmy W. Murphy has been 
appointed this spring to the Board of 
Regents of Stephen F. Austin State 
University. He is CEO and president 
of a Houston-based financial services 
and insurance firm, Murphy Company 
Inc., and is active in estate and tax 
planning and charitable giving. He 
played football while at TJC under 
Coach Floyd Wagstaff and was 
instru-mental in establishing The Nell 
and Floyd Wagstaff Endowed 
Athletic Scholarship. He serves as one 
of the scholarship co-chairmen with 
David Lunceford and Mack Pogue . 

Tommy E. Sawyer retired from the 
Grand Prairie Public Schools but 
continues to live there. He played 
varsity basketball from 1952-54. 

1956 

Caroline Neely of Tyler is a 
bookkeeper for Stainless Steel 
Fabricators. 

1957 

Angela Ann Shoffstall of 

Richardson works for the University 
of Texas at Dallas. She was an Apache 
Belle and a member of Phi Theta 
Kappa. 

1958 

Laura Lee Sipe Cloud, former 
Apache Belle, currently makes her 
home in Austin. 

Gailya J. Gearner of Tyler, is a 
secretary for Richey Oil and Gas. 

1959 

Larry T. Craig, 

Smith County 
Judge, has been 
appointed by 
Governor George 
Bush to the Texas 
Commission on Jail 
Standards. Judge 
Craig makes his 
home in Tyler with his wife, Barbara 
(Copeland) ’57. Barbara and their 
daughter, Toni (Craig) Halbrooks ’71 
are both former Apache Belles. 



Wi\ti;k 1996 Apaciie 





















Alumni 


1960 

Bud Forman of Arlington, played 
basketball for two years while at TJC. 
He is currently a land developer with 
Rontex, Inc. 

Sam W. Clark is executive pro¬ 
ducer for Stephen J. Cannell Produc¬ 
tions in Hollywood, California. He 
participated in the nationally tele¬ 
vised 1994 Hollywood Christmas 
Parade by riding on a float with actor, 
Tony Curtis. A former Phi Theta 
Kappa member at TJC, Sam received 
his bachelor’s degree in banking and 
finance from Southern Methodist 
University. He has three children, 
Sam IV, Victor and Kimberly. His 
wife, Helen, passed away in 1994. 

1961 

Martha (Hayden) Larison teaches 
apparel and early childhood develop¬ 
ment at Robert E. Lee High School in 
Tyler. She is a former Apache Belle. 
Her son, Lance ’87, has been named 
first assistant district attorney for 
Wood County and her other son, 
Britt ’93, graduated in August from 
Texas A&M University and is 
pursuing a law degree. 


1962 

Robert R. Emerson is opening a 
bed and breakfast in a restored 
historic home built in 1888, overlook¬ 
ing downtown Austin, the Miller- 
Crockett House 

1963 

Janis Taylor Higgins of Austin is in 
real estate sales with Eden Box & Co. 
Maurice Friedlander Shaw has 

received favorable reviews of his book 
entitled, Stonewall Jackson’s Surgeon: 
Hunter Holmes McGuire, M.D. Shaw 
states that Stonewall Jackson’s Sur¬ 
geon, Hunter Holmes McGuire, relates 
to the contemporary international 
scene, especially the commemoration 
of the “Victory in Europe” last May. 

Dr. McGuire exchanged a lengthy 
correspondence with George F.R. 
Henderson, British professor of 
military history of Staff College at 
Sandhurst. The propagation of 
Jackson’s military tactics by 
Henderson aided American and 
British officers to synchronize defeat 
of the Nazis in World War II. 

Shaw now resides in Ft. Lauderdale, 
Florida. 

Mary Ann (Stone) Stephenson 

teaches English at Van High School. 
Mary Ann received her master’s 


degree in English at The University of 
Texas at Tyler. She and her husband, 
Jimmy, have two daughters, Rheatia 
LeAnna (Stephenson) Gandy, who 
graduated from TJC in 1991 and 
Rhonda Lynn Stephenson, who also 
graduated from TJC in 1992. 

1967 

Linda Mahan Higgins lives in 
Waxahachie and is a real estate 
coordinator for Brinker International 
of Dallas. Linda was a former Apache 
Belle, Phi Theta Kappa and member of 
Sans Souci. She has her MBA in 
business from University of North 
Texas. 

Tom Anderson, Jr. is sales manager 
for his family’s company, Fab-Knit 
Manufacturing. Fab-Knit specializes in 
athletic uniforms and letter jackets. 
Tom lives with his wife, Cheryl, and 
sons, Trey and John in Bedford. 

1969 

Clinton R. Roxburgh is a certified 
public accountant and partner with 
Henry & Peters in Tyler. Clint played 
basketball for Coach Floyd Wagstaff 
during his years at TJC and remains 
involved through his leadership with 
the TJC Foundation Annual Golf 
Tournament. 
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1970 

Kathy (Moore) Ollivier, former 
Apache Belle, Phi Theta Kappa and 
member of Sans Souci is currently 
residing in Falls Church, Virginia 
where she is in the computer sales 
management division for Candle 
Corporation. 

Yolanda Rochelle Cregier is a 

receptionist/PBX operator for ADP- 
Dealer Service in Irving. 

1971 

Reda F. (Barnett) Robinson, 

former Apache Belle, is a teacher in 
Buffalo where she lives with her two 
daughters, Rebecca and Rachel. 

1973 

Brenda J. (Harris) Thompson of 

Frankston is a staff aide in the school 
of liberal and fine arts at TJC. She 
enjoys spending time with her grand' 
son, Aydan Scott Thompson of 
Mesquite. 

Cathy (Allard) Baggett, former 
Apache Belle, and husband Steve 77 
live in Tyler. She taught elementary 
school after graduating from Stephen 
F. Austin State University, but now 
enjoys her time at home with their 
son, David. 

Nancy (Portwood) Crawford and 
husband, Doug 72 have two children, 
Abby and Alice. Nancy is program 
coordinator for the Literacy Council 
of Tyler and Doug works for Graphic 
Communications. 

Alicia Pappas is the new volunteer 
coordinator for VIP (Volunteering in 
Policing) at the Tyler Police 
Department. 

1974 

Marjorie Rae (Gentil) Clark lives 
in Sugar Land and is a programmer/ 
analyst for M. Gentil and Associates. 
Margie was an Apache Belle. 

Linda Diane (Armstrong) Duke of 
Pasadena is a teacher and has two sons, 
James and Brian. She was an Apache 
Belle and member of Singing Apaches 
while at TJC. 

Kristine Teena (Muessig) Zihlman 

is currently a reading recovery teacher 
for the Garland Independent School 


District where she makes her home. 
Kristine was a cheerleader and 
member of Sans Souci at TJC. 

Lonny R. Uzzell was elected 
chairman of the Tyler Area Chamber 
of Commerce for 1996-97 succeeding 
Barbara Bass 73. Lonny is a senior 
vice president for Southside Bank. He 
has served as president of the TJC 
Alumni Association and in 1995 co- 
chaired the TJC Foundation Golf 
Tournament. 

1975 

Terri (Hinson) Green is an attor- 
ney with Whittington, Pfeiffer & 
Vacek in Houston. In 1994, she 
became a member of the Texas 
Association of Defense Counsel. She 
has two sons, Kyle and John. 

Julia (McMahon) Shelton, former 
Apache Belle, member of Student 
Senate and Sans Souci, teaches first 
grade in Allen. 

Janet E. Krakowski, former 
Apache Belle and member of the 
Student Senate, lives in Austin with 
her husband and children, Kyle and 
Kari. 

Debbie Phillips was elected last 
spring to the Place 7, Board of Trust' 
ees, Kilgore Independent School 
District. She and her husband, Glenn 
have three children, Cheston, Donna 
and Lana. 

1976 

Catrennia (Ritchie) Williamson, 

former member of the Apache Band 
and Phi Theta Kappa, is employed by 
Southwest Geological and Environ- 
mental Services, Inc. of Lubbock as an 
environmental site assessment 
technician. 

Lisa E. (Wilson) Crawford is an 

accountant in Midland for John H. 
Hendrix Corp. Lisa and her husband, 
Marvin “Rusty” ’80, have two 
daughters, Jennifer and Mary Alex. 

1977 

Celia Mae Cotton joined the First 
National Bank of Whitehouse at the 
Tyler Med Center Branch as vice 
president and branch manager. She 
graduated from TJC magna cum 


laude. Ms. Cotton has been active with 
the United Way Campaign, the 
American Heart Association, Ameri¬ 
can Cancer Society, Boy Scouts, 
YMCA, March of Dimes, Junior 
Achievement and Tyler Community 
Association. She lives with her 
husband, Spencer in Tyler. 

1978 

Billy Earl Hibbs, Jr. became Tyler’s 
first off-road mountain biking 
champion by winning the state and 
national series for amateur riders in 
the 35-44 age group. Hibbs is vice 
president of risk management/ 
insurance services for Hibbs-Hallmark 
&. Company. He was president of Phi 
Theta Kappa and a member of the 
Apache Band while attending TJC. 

Louise Rogillio is the owner and 
president of Century 21, Rogillio 
Realty of Winnsboro. 

1979 

Danielle J. (Brasher) Rapp is a 

teacher/drill team director at Conroe 
High School. Danielle, who was a 
member of Apache Belles, San Souci 
and Student Senate. 

Susan (Barton) Chandler lives on a 
farm in Garrison with her husband, 
Terry and children, Chelsey, Weston 
and Nash. 

Gerald E. Wilkinson, is a registered 
professional land surveyor for Mobil 
Oil Company in Midland, where he 
lives with his wife, Sylvia (Barnes) 78 
and their three children Adam, Kevin 
and Brian. They are the grandchildren 
of James Barnes, retired instructor/ 
director of economics at TJC. Sylvia is 
a supervisor in the Texas Department 
of Protective and Regulatory Services. 

David Wren lives in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. In addition to writing, 
he acts occasion¬ 
ally on the stage. 
Wren sits on the 
board of directors 
of Walnut Street 
Theatre, the 
oldest continually 
operating theater 
in America. He is 
also a member of American Theatre 
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Wing which sponsors the annual 
Tony Awards. Wren is active in the 
Actor’s Fund of America and the 
Episcopal Actors’ Guild. A protege of 
the late producer and director, Joshua 
Logan, Wren is a member of The 
Players, the 107-year-old New York 
club for actors. 

1980 

Verdelle Meador is microbiology 
supervisor at Doctor’s Hospital East 
Loop in Houston. 

Donna M. Lestage recently joined 
the public relations staff of 
Brookshire Grocery Company in 
Tyler. 

1981 

Randi Rachelle (Royder) Haight, 

former Apache Belle, lives in 
Lancaster. 

Dane Denman lives in Alexandria, 
Virginia where he is an U.S. Naval 
officer in the Navy Petroleum Office. 
He graduated from Texas A&lM 
University in geophysics. Dane was an 
Apache Belle Guard and a member of 
Sigma Phi Epsilon. 

William E. Abbott recently joined 
Schlumberger as a software engineer 
at their Austin Research Center. 

Cynthia Sue (Harrison) Goree lives 
with her husband Miles and two 
children in San Angelo. 

Ploy Blackshear is vice president of 
1HLO Sales in Center. 

C.V. Rao lives in Houston with his 
wife, Abigail Herman, where he 
operates a computer consulting 
interactive distribution business. 

1982 

Sonya Rena (Crocker) McCune is a 

bank teller with NationsBank in 
Temple. Sonya, a former Apache Belle, 
is married to Ronald ’82 who is senior 
customer service and marketing 
representative with TU Electric. They 
have two children, Melissa and Erin. 

Danny Mogle has assumed the 
position of assignments editor for the 
Tyler Courier-Times-^Telegraph. 

David Branch is the chief photog¬ 
rapher for the Tyler Courier-Times~~ 
Telegraph . 


Laura Peycke, was named to the 
Dean’s Honor List of Scholastic 
Achievement for the Fall 1994 and 
Spring 1995 semesters at Louisiana 
State University School of Veterinary 
Medicine. She was elected class 
representative to the faculty and to 
the American Veterinary Medical 
Association. Laura was also selected to 
receive a scholarship as the Most 
Outstanding Student of the Year. 
After graduating from TJC, Laura 
completed her bachelor of science 
degree in journalism at The Univer¬ 
sity of Texas at Tyler in 1986. 

Judy Kay Conrad lives in 
Gaithersburg, Maryland, where she is 
an ophthalmic assistant at Medical 
Eye Center in Olney, Maryland. Judy 
served as a medic with the U.S. Army 
Airborne from 1991-93 

Dr. Wayne Dyess is a trombone 
instructor and director of jazz studies 
at Lamar University, in Beaumont. 
Wayne was first trombonist with the 
U.S. Navy Band in Washington, D.C. 
before coming to Lamar. He has 
toured with Keith Brion and his New 
Sousa Band. 

1983 

Margaret (Hill) Womack lives in 
San Antonio with her husband David 
and three children. She has written a 
historical romance novel to be 
published in the spring of 1996 by 
Zebra Historical. 

Cheryl D. Jacobs graduated from 
The University of Texas at Arlington 
in 1994 with a bachelor of business 
administration in accounting. She is 
an auditor/staff accountant with 
Grant Thornton, LLP in Dallas. 

1984 

Diana (Nelms) Russell graduated 
from East Texas State University and 
is a pre-kindergarten teacher in the 
Arlington Independent School 
District. 

Jason Bryan Waller was recently 
awarded “Outstanding Young 
Tylerite” in law enforcement by the 
Tyler Jaycees. Jason is a homicide 
detective with the Smith County 
Sheriff’s Department. A graduate of 


The University of Texas at Tyler, 

Jason is married and has a daughter, 
Katie. 

Brent Lee Crozier and his wife, 
Scharlanne, live in Tyler where he is 
senior computer operator , MIS 
department, for Brookshire Grocery 
Company. 

M. Henry Dennard, vice president 
of Southside Bank, was elected to the 
Tyler Independent School District, 
representing District 1. 

Jon Adam Stanley of Bonham, is 
sales manager for Nautilus Sport and 
Fitness in Sherman. 

1985 

Cassi F. (Grogan) Boucher received 
her M.S. in interdisciplinary studies at 
The University of Texas at Tyler. She 
is WIC director/nutritionist with the 
Smith County Public Health District. 
Cassi is married to Greg who is 
currently attending TJC and made the 
President’s List in 1994. They make 
their home in Flint. 

Carla D. Thompson is a business 
analyst with US Life Insurance 
Services in Dallas. 

Jerry G. Whitworth, Jr. and wife, 
Mindy, live in Spring where he is the 
regional manager for Marshalls stores. 
They are the proud parents of a baby 
girl, Hope Lindsey. 

Ruth Silmon received her master’s 
of education degree in counseling at 
Prairie View A&lM University. She is 
employed at Prairie View A&M as 
administrative assistant. 

1986 

Holly Anne (Disney) Hare serves 
as escrow officer for Trinity Western 
Title Company of Arlington. She has 
a daughter, Amanda. 

Leigh (French) Culver and her 
husband, Jeff, moved to Wenatchee, 
Washington from Plano in July 1994 
and is hoping to hear from some of 
her old friends from TJC. She is 
records clerk with the Wenatchee 
Valley Humane Society. 

S. Annette (Carroll) Luke of 
Denton is pre-school director of 
Bright Steps in Flower Mound. 
Annette graduated from Stephen F. 
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Austin State University in elementary 
education. She was an Apache Belle 
while at TJC. 

John David Coe is vice president of 
Franklin National Bank in Winnsboro. 
John was previously with the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Dallas. He was a Phi 
Theta Kappa member and Peer Tutor 
while at TJC. John has a M.B.A. from 
The University of Texas at Tyler. 

Brent Thompson, director of 
admissions, financial aid and public 
relations at Jacksonville College, was 
appointed by Gov. George W. Bush to 
the state Guaranteed Student Loan 
Corporation board of directors. The 
appointment stands until January 2001. 

1987 

Michael Jistel recently moved to 
Houston to work for Security Pacific 
Housing Services as a group opera¬ 
tions credit manager. He is married to 
Sabra Stark. 

Norman W. Hurst of Whitehouse 
is a part-time instructor at TJC. This 
past summer he taught on board the 
aircraft carrier, USS Carl Vinson, 
embarking at Bahrain in the Persian 
Gulf and disembarking, Hobart, 
Tasmania. 

Terri Lynn (Spencer) Cooper, 

former Apache Belle, is a training 
specialist for Dell Computer Corpora¬ 
tion in Austin. Terri’s husband Ty ’87 
is also a sales representative with Dell. 
They have a daugher, Alexandra. 

Clover (Moye) Stiles and husband, 
Mark, live on a ranch near Beaumont 
where he serves as president of Transit 
Mix Concrete/Trinity Ind. 

Gregory A. Weisler graduated 
from Prairie View A&M University, 
where he was a member of ROTC, 
was commissioned an officer and 
served five years in the U.S. Army. 
After he left active service, he com¬ 
pleted his master’s degree in interna¬ 
tional relations at Baylor University 
in 1994. Currently he is pursuing his 
Ph.D. in political science at Emory 
University in Atlanta. 

Mike Hall works for United Parcel 
Service in Balch Springs. He has also 
served over 15,000 hours in six years as 
a reserve police officer and was named 


Reserve Officer of the Year for 
Balch Springs in 1992,1993 and 1994- 
Mike and his wife, Robin have three 
sons, Michael, Cory and Todd. 

1988 

Kristine (Akers) Cleveland and 

husband, Tom, moved to 
Weatherford, Oklahoma. They have 
a daughter, Sydney Alice, and a son, 
Hunter. Kristine was a resident 
assistant while at TJC. 

Linda Faye (Sparkman) Lewis is a 
respiratory therapist at Henderson 
Memorial Hospital in Henderson. 

Rebecca Ann (Sullivan) Osborne, 
an elementary teacher at Alba- 
Golden Independent School District, 
lives in Alba with her husband, Randy 
and daughter, Hannah. Rebecca was a 
member of the Student Senate and 
Baptist Student Union. 

Alecia (Griffin) Lawyer of 
Houston is an oboist and tours with 
Keith Brion and his New Sousa Band, 
which performed on campus in the 

fall of 1994. 

Sheri Lynn (Butler) Hoff is an 

English teacher in St. Louis, Missouri. 



Joel Patrick Baker and Melanie 
Kay Potts ’93 were married on June 
24 in Emory. Joel received his 
bachelor of science from Texas 
A&M University and in May 
graduated from South Texas College 
of Law. During the spring, Joel was 
named to Who's Who in American 
Colleges and Universities. Joel served 
as a law clerk to Federal Magistrate 
Judge, Harry W. McKee during the 
spring and summer. Joel is currently 


associated with attorney, Robert 
Perkins in Tyler. Melanie received her 
bachelor of business administration 
degree in May from Texas A&M 
University. Melanie is a customer 
service representative with Celebrity, 
Inc. of Tyler. 

1989 

Shelly Hulsey Roark has assumed 
the position of features editor for the 
Tyler Courier Times^Telegraph and 
Tyler Morning Telegraph. 

Martha (July) Roberson is a li¬ 
censed social worker with Melrose 
Nursing Home in Tyler. “Robbie” 
graduated from Texas College in 1991 
and has two grown children. 

Jeffrey “Blair” Blackburn is 
assistant to the president of Lon 
Morris College in Jacksonville. Blair 
received a B.S. in political science 
from The University of Texas at Tyler 
in 1991. His wife, Michelle (Hackney) 
’90, received her B.S. in elementary 
education from The University of 
Texas at Tyler also. 

Kimberly Jean (O’Neil) Hayes of 
Round Rock is a pre-school teacher at 
the First Baptist Church. Kimberly, a 
former Apache Belle, served in the 
U.S. Marine Corp. She and John have 
two children. 

Virginia “Ginger” Lipp now has 

five grandchildren and volunteers as a 
tax assistor for the IRS office in Tyler. 
She received her B.F.A. from The 
University of Texas at Tyler in 1992. 

Dennis Wayne Coon of Hermosa 
Beach, California has been working 
for Minolter Business Systems/Sales 
in Commerce. He received his B.B.A. 
in management from The University 
of Texas at Arlington in 1992. Dennis 
is moving to New York to finish his 
M.B.A. in finance and is working on a 
additional career in singing country 
music. 

Melissa Kay (Brookshire) Frick 

graduated from the LVN program and 
spent the past three years in Dedo, Guam 
where her husband, Mark, served with 
the U.S. Navy. Melissa worked as a 
pediatric nurse at the naval hospital 
on Guam until their son, Cody Lynn 
was born, April 27,1995. Currently 
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they are living in Tyler, where Mark is 
employed as an electronic technician 
with Brookshire Grocery Company. 

Daphne Lynette Session lives in 
Palestine where she is an adult proba- 
tion office with the Anderson County 
CSCD. She received a B.S. in criminob 
ogy and corrections from Sam Hous¬ 
ton State University in 1991. 

LaDonna J. Brackens is a teaching 
assistant with Fairfield Independent 
School District. 

Jennifer Sue Gardner graduated 
from Tarleton State University with a 
B.A. and M.A. The former Apache 
Belle, is instructor of English and 
dance at Weatherford College and was 
recently selected to begin a dance 
team program at the College. 

E. Diane Henry, LVN, is currently 
newborn nursery/labor and delivery 
nurse with Doctors Memorial Hospital 
in Tyler. 

Dorothy (Roadhouse) McLaren 

graduated from The University of 
Texas at Tyler in 1994 and is continu¬ 
ing to do graduate work there. 

Brenda Gale McClish is administra¬ 
tive assistant for Ultrasound Associ¬ 
ates, Inc. in Tyler. 

Kerry Wayland Hicks is a rural 
mail carrier for the U.S. Postal Service 
in Lindale and is an instructor for the 
Postal Service in Tyler. He has a 
daughter, Kayli and a son, Konner. 

Diane Kathleen Parker is assistant 
Women’ Basketball Coach and part- 
time instructor for Lincoln College in 
Lincoln, Illinois. She received her M.A. 
degree from Indiana University in 
Bloomington, Indiana in 1994. 

Stanley Brian Socia is division 
manager for the City of Abilene 
Water Department. Stanley lives in 
Abilene and has three children, 
William, Elisha and Braden. 

James L. McClure lives in 
Lewisville where he is software 
engineer for Octel Network Services. 

1990 

Treva Kay Gentry serves as assis¬ 
tant controller for Combined Under¬ 
writers Life Insurance Company of 
Tyler. She was a member of Phi Theta 


Kappa while at TJC. Treva received 
her B.B.A. in accounting from The 
University of Texas at Tyler in 1992. 

1991 

Nathan Edmond Bailey is in 

banking operations at Sulphur 
Springs State Bank. Nathan received 
a B.S. in economics and finance from 
East Texas State University in 
August. 

Cheril Marlene Sweet serves as 
community editor for the Palestine 
Herald-Press. She graduated in 
journalism from The University of 
Texas at Tyler in 1993. 

Michael Craig Tidwell is a sales 
representative for Herff Jones. Mike 
played football while at TJC and 
then graduated from Stephen F. 
Austin State University in 1994. 

Catherine P. Cochran is a corpo¬ 
rate paralegal for American Proteins, 
Inc. in Roswell, Georgia. She is also 
owner of CAT Enterprises, Inc. 

Tonya K. (Breaux) Davis, former 
Apache Belle dance captain, teaches 
third grade in Pasadena, where she 
lives with her husband, Matthew. 

Barbara Lynn (Cooper) McCabe 
lives in Overton with her children, 
Jonah, C.J. and Shelby. 

Julie Beth Berkhouse recently 
passed the entire CPA exam and is 
an accountant with Price 
Waterhouse in Boston, Massachu¬ 
setts. Julie was an Apache Belle. 

Kendra Wynn (Youngblood) 
Mathis teaches eighth grade science 
in Houston. Kendra married her 
husband, David, March 4,1995. 

Kendra C. Fazzio recently sent us 
a perspective on her experiences 
while attending TJC. “As a student 
who transferred to Texas A&M 
University as a junior, I can say that 
this (TJC) is a wonderful place to go 
to school. Had I come here as a 
freshman, I do not know if I would 
have made such an enthusiastic 
response. Angie Taylor ’91, my 
roommate, and I are watching our 
suitemates struggle through the 
basics that we breezed through at 
TJC. There, I was fostered in a 
learning environment where I knew 


my teachers personally and they were 
willing to help me on an individual 
level. This is a sharp contrast to the 
larger classes at A&cM where your 
teacher may not recognize you on 
campus nor will he seek you out if you 
are having trouble in his class ... 
Another plus for TJC is its reputation. 
As a transfer student, this greatly 
benefited me because almost every 
hour I took at TJC counted as hours 
toward my degree plan ... But of 
course the greatest privilege 1 had at 
TJC was to be a Presidential Scholar 
and have Mrs. Mary Beal (counselor) 
watch over me. My advisor at A&M 
helps me whenever I ask for it, but he 
never seeks me out with opportunities 
or just a word of encouragement the 
way Mrs. Beal would. If none of the 
above had been beneficial reasons to 
go to TJC, just knowing Mrs. Beal, 
following her guidance and basking in 
her praise would have been reason 
enough. Thanks, Mrs. Beal!” 

1992 

Gregg A. Kirby is vice president of 
Kirby Oil Company in Tyler. 

Kristen Karol (Boldt) Graspo is 
management rehabilitation-project 
coordinator for Texas Division of 
Achievement Rehab in Dallas. Kristen 
married Thomas in February, 1995. 

She misses her friends at TJC. 

Amy LeAnna Mooring, a former 
Phi Theta Kappa member and officer, 
peer advising leadership staff and peer 
tutor, graduated in May from Baylor 
University. 

Katherine Elaine Pearsey of 

Houston will receive her B.B.A. in 
organizational and behavioral manage¬ 
ment from the University of Houston 
in July. While attending college, she is 
working as an office secretary of 
Medi-Sharp in Stafford. She was a 
member of Las Mascaras. 

Misti Leigh Nelson is seeking her 
B.S. in nursing from The University 
of Texas at Austin. She received a B.A. 
in biology from UT in 1994. Misti was 
a member of Phi Theta Kappa and a 
Peer Tutor while at TJC. 
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Daryl D. Butler is branch manager 
of City National Bank of Tyler. Daryl 
was a cheerleader at TJC and active in 
Baptist Student Union. 

Janet Marie (Borel) Dodds is a legal 
assistant to Tyler attorney, Ronnie 
Horsley. 

Tracey (Ripley) Adkinson of Alto, 
graduated from Stephen F. Austin 
State University in 1993 and is 
processing area supervisor for Bealls 
stores. 

Kari (Barr) Steph married Mark on 
March 17,1995 in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
Both are employed at Ericsson Net' 
work Systems in Richardson. 

Brian Losure recently graduated 
magna cum laude from the University 
of Texas at Austin with a masters in 
professional accounting and received 
the Sommerfeld Scholar Award given 
to the student maintaining a 3.8 or 
better overall accounting grade point 
average. Brian is employed by the 
accounting firm of Ernst & Young of 
Dallas. 

Brent Ellis, former Presidential 
Scholar, has transferred to Texas Tech 
University where he was accepted 
into the physical therapy program. 

Carlton Blanton of Jacksonville is 
coordinating and fine tuning the 
volunteer recruitment and training 
programs for VISTA (Volunteers in 
Service to America). Following his 
assignment with VISTA, he plans to 
return to college to complete require¬ 
ments for his bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in counseling. His ultimate 
goal is to work with children of 
domestic violence. 

Carl A. Lucas has recently accepted 
the position of assistant media planner 
at Temerlin McClain in Irving. Carl 
received his bachelor’s in business 
administration from Stephen F. 

Austin State University in 1994. 

Robin Roberta (Rossy) Mathieu is 
married to Richard and they are new 
parents of a baby girl. Robin is a nurse 
at Saddleback Hospital in Laguna 
Hills, California. 

Phyllis Jean Winters and her 
daughter, Cheryl of Henderson, both 
attended TJC during the same years. 
Phyllis finished her bachelor of science 


degree at The University of Texas at 
Tyler and is now a teacher in Rusk 
I.S.D. Cheryl has a new baby, Zandra 
Brown. 

1993 

Amy Lynn Gentry is pursuing her 
degree in speech pathology at 
Stephen F. Austin State University 
in Nacagdoches. 

Shelley Sue Finklea, former 
Apache Belle, lives in Tyler and is a 
receptionist at New Adventures, Inc. 
in Kilgore. 

Gina Michelle Kirkpatrick is 

attending Stephen F. Austin State 
University, pursuing a B.A. in 
history. 

Chris M. Solomon of Austin 
works for Surveying and Mapping, 
Inc. as a survey/CAD technician. 

Diane Elizabeth Knoche, a former 
Apache Belle from Richmond, is 
attending Stephen F. Austin State 
University. 

Tammie Lynnelle Rawls of 

Sherman graduated in May from 
Baylor University in biology/pre- 
med with a 3.7 GPA. While at TJC, 
Tammie was a member of Phi Theta 
Kappa and an Apache Belle. 

LaTasha R. Allen graduated this 
spring from The University of Texas 
at Arlington with a bachelor of 
science in nursing. She plans to 
further her education by pursuing a 
master’s degree. While attending 
TJC, LaTasha was a recipient of the 
Faulconer Academic Award for 
Ethnic Minorities. 

1994 

Tanya Jeanette Nash received her 
B.S. in kinesiology from The Univer¬ 
sity of Texas at Tyler. 

Jan Huggins Adams holds an 
associates degree in business from 
TJC and graduated from The 
University of Texas at Tyler with a 
bachelor of business administration. 
Jan is the staff technician, admis¬ 
sions/ veterans affairs at TJC. 

Luke Stephens joined his father, 
Don at the Oxford Consultation on 
Christianity and the Free Market 
and its impact upon the poor, in New 


Delhi, India in March 1995. Luke was a 
Dean’s Scholar at TJC and currently 
attends Austin College. 

Catherine L. Starkey graduated in 
August, 1994 at the distinguished age 
of 71. Catherine started TJC in 1986 as 
a part-time student when she and her 
husband, Walter retired to Tyler from 
Michigan to be near their son. During 
her years at TJC she was also taking 
classes at The University of Texas at 
Tyler, where she earned a bachelor’s of 
arts degree in English with a minor in 
history. She is continuing her educa¬ 
tion with graduate courses at UTT 
and additional classes at TJC. 
Catherine, who began her freshman 
year at the age of 63 says she hopes to 
keep going to college “until I’m 102 
beause I think it’s great. I think 
knowledge is very, very ... powerful, 
plus I love learning. My attitude is , use 
it or lose it.” 

Rebecca Hernandez, a Faulconer 
recipient and former member of the 
Apache Belles, is attending The 
University of Texas at Tyler nursing 
program. 

Lisa Horn, a former recipient of the 
Wagstaff Presidential Scholarship, is 
also attending The University of 
Texas at Tyler nursing program. Both 
Lisa and Rebecca Hernandez were 
accepted directly into the nursing 
program without attending the 
customary one semester before 
acceptance. 

1995 

Amy DeRosa, a former Presidential 
Scholar from Athens, received a 4.0 
grade point average in May from 
Texas Women’s University, where she 
is majoring in occupational therapy. 

Bryan Ramsey, former Presidential 
Scholar from Poyner, was accepted 
into Texas A&M University School of 
Veterinary Medicine. Bryan, who 
graduated in May with highest honors 
is the first student in recent times to 
be accepted directly from TJC into a 
veterianary medicine program. 
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Deaths 

1928 

Julia Pendleton Magrill, 85, of 

Tyler died December 20,1994 at her 
residence. She was a charter member 
of the first freshman class of 1926. 

Mary Hambrick Bright, 86 , of 
Tyler died December 27,1994. She was 
a charter member of the freshman 
class of 1926. 

1931 

Jack Hairston, 82, of Wichita Falls, 
formerly of Tyler, died December 29, 

1994. 

1932 

Mary Elizabeth Moore, 79, died in 
her home in Tyler, where she had 
resided for 78 years. She attended 
TJC from 1967-1970. 

1939 

Jon Beth Shelton Jackson, 74, of 
Carthage died June 22,1995 

1940 

Thomas Lee Lowry, Sr., 75, of 
Tyler, February 20,1995. He gradu¬ 
ated from the University of Texas 
Law School in Austin in 1949 and 
practiced law in Midland and Tyler. 

1947 

Shirley Massey Crockett, of 
Houston, died September 2,1994. She 
was a cheerleader while at TJC. 

1956 

Billy Don Herrington, 63, of 

Jefferson died in a Longview hospital 
on March 24,1995. 

1959 

Jerry Wayne Hunt, 55, of Garland, 
died in a Dallas hospital February 4, 

1995. He was a retired school teacher 
for Lake Highlands in Richardson. 

1962 

Mary Neill Martin, 78, of Lindale, 
died December 27,1994 in a Tyler 
Hospital. She was a retired director of 
the Smith County Welfare District. 


1970 

Robin Scott Richards, 46, of 

Houston, died March 31,1995. 
Richards had been employed by 
Southwestern Bell for 22 years. 

1978 

Sherry L. Cox Williams, 39, of 
Tyler, died December 20,1994 in 
Breckenridge. 

1972 

Charles R. Murray, 64, of 

Whitehouse, died June 5,1995 in a 
Lindale nursing home. 

1980 

Melvin C. Steel, 66 , died March24, 
1995 in his residence in Tyler. 

1982 

Danny Lurrell Lacy Horton, 33, 

of Dallas, formerly of Jacksonville, 
died June 14,1995. He was a data 
entry analyst in Dallas. 

1983 

Joseph “Joe” Lannie, Jr., 38, of 
Flint, died July 11,1995 at his resi¬ 
dence. He was born in Syracuse, New 
York and moved from Washington, 
D.C. to Flint in 1980. After graduat¬ 
ing from TJC, he continued his 
education at The University of 
Texas at Tyler. He served in the U.S. 
Marines and was a supervisor for 
United Parcel Service. 

1984 

Charles C. “Scott” Campbell, 49, 

of Tyler, died April 24,1995 at his 
residence. 

1989 

Lawrence D. Matthews, 28, of 
Houston, died in a Houston hospital 
on January 23,1995. He graduated 
from Robert E. Lee High School in 
1985. Matthews was an M.R.l. techni¬ 
cian at a Houston area diagnostic 
clinic. 


1992 

Timothy Jay Thying, 20, of Ben 
Wheeler, died on November 26,1994, 
in Tyler. 

Shawn LaTrail Thompkins, 21, of 

Tyler, died in a Tyler hospital on March 
26,1995. 


TJC Family 

Virginia Smith Wilks, 92, of Tyler 
died December 15,1994 in a Tyler 
nursing center. Virginia was one of six 
sisters to graduate from Baylor School 
of Nursing and she established a 
nursing scholarship at TJC in March 
1985. 


Allie Whitfield, 87, died June 11, 
1995 in a Tyler hospital. She had lived 
in Tyler for 50 years. After her hus¬ 
band died, she served as dorm mother 
in Holly Hall at TJC. 

Dr. Johnnie Ruth Stripling, 65, of 
Tyler, died on December 23,1995. She 
was an administrator in Tyler I.S.D. 
She taught at TJC in 1977. 

Dorothy Creekmore, 74, of Tyler, 
died April 6,1995, at a Tyler nursing 
home. She was an instructor in Busi¬ 
ness Technology at TJC from 1973— 


1992. 

David Dixon, of 

Winona, died July 
27,1995. David was 
a campus safety 
officer at TJC 
from August 27, 
1987 until his 
death. 


Apache Winter 1996 


43 

















Back Page 


hj Pat Logan 

Potpourri and other Ramblings 


Possibly the most comments Back 
Page has ever received came after 
the last issue of The Apache . The 
column was titled “Water Closets 
and Other Euphemisms” and dealt 
with the erudite subject of public 
rest rooms. 

1 am happy to say the comments 
that came my way were on the 
positive side. Apparently nobody 
found that we had transcended the 
restrictions of good taste. 

Elaine Graybill, instructor in 
Spanish and French, even told a 
story from her own experience. She 
was traveling with her children, 
then ages 6 and 10, and an art 
teacher friend; they went deep into 
Mexico. The pyramids they were to 
visit there were not burial grounds 
but ceremonial centers. Elaine’s 
friend strove mightily to impress 
upon the children the need to 
respect these religious sites. 

With an abruptness which will 
surprise no one who has ever been 
around a 6-year-old, the little girl 
announced she “had to go.” There 
were no facilities to be seen. So, 
encircled by adults holding coats, 
she was told to go ahead. 

“But, M-O-T-H-E'R, not in front 
of the pyramid!”, the child ex¬ 
claimed. Elaine added that after 
viewing the primative facilities 
provided, her daughter “was more 
than willing to find a tree.” 


Another faculty member con¬ 
fessed that she didn’t know what 
the word “scatological,” which was 
used in the column, meant. She 
procrastinated for about a week, 
then finally looked it up. She said 
she laughed all over again. 

1 will add that a decade ago, when 
I was putting out a faculty and 
staff newsletter, 1 asked the ques¬ 
tion of my readers, “Why do 
institutional rest room stall doors 
swing inward rather than out¬ 
ward?” They nearly all do, and 
entry and exit can be very awk¬ 
ward. Nobody ever answered... 

Since 1 seem to be doing what 60 
Minutes calls “an update,” here’s 
another report: 

The Spring 1994 issue of The 
Apache contained an article about 
Susie Hughes, the octogenarian 
who speeds around the HPE 
Center track every morning about 
6:30 and who also wins races all 
over Texas. 

Susie is now a year older, and 
several prizes and trophies richer. 
Eighty-eight year old Susie’s latest 
victory was the Eisenhower race 
where she won first place in the 
“70’s and over” division. 

She is still taking water aerobics 
in addition to walking four to six 
miles a day. At the time I spoke 
with her, Susie was looking for¬ 
ward to entering the National 


Senior Olympics in San Antonio ... 

To add to this issue’s potpourri 
(and because 1 have not yet filled 
up this page) I submit the following: 

There are too many choices in 
our world today. When I go to the 
grocery, I don’t want to be pre¬ 
sented with an option of 58 brands 
and sizes of toothpaste, and 72 
different breakfast cereals. And, 
when I go in a restaurant I don’t 
want to be handed a menu that 
contains chapters like a book. 

This undoubtedly dates me as 1 
realize younger persons may have 
no idea what I’m talking about. Yes, 
choice is a sign of too much luxury. 
But no such high moral reason lies 
at the heart of my complaint. 

If the number of choices of 
cereals and toothpaste is over¬ 
whelming, what must the world of 
computer programs be like? Think¬ 
ing about that makes my brain 
tired. Maybe you understand that 
world; if so, you think about it... 

Most of us are hoping that this 
excerpt from the Song of Solomon 
is true, “For lo, the winter is past, 
THE RAIN IS OVER AND 
GONE.” 

The next verse of the King James 
Version was one that puzzled me 
and which required later scholar¬ 
ship and revision to get straight: the 
voice of the turtle really means the 
voice of the turtledove, i 
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Friends of TJC 


Corporate Champion Sponsors 

Brookshire Grocery Company 
East Texas Medicai Center 
LaGloria Oil and Gas Company 
Mother Frances Hospital 
MP Industries, Inc. 

NationsBank 
Southside Bank 
Sprint Cellular 


President’s Circle 

Mr. and Mrs. James VV. Arnold 

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn A. Austin 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Bailes 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold C. Beaird 

Mr. and Mrs. Clayton E. Bonnett 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Lindsey Bradley, Jr. 

Mr. Gaylan Braselton 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce G. Brookshire 

Mrs. D. K. Caldwell 

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Chapman 

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Darryl 

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer G. Ellis 

Mr. and Mrs. Herman A. Engel 

Mr. and Mrs. Vernon E. Faulconer 

Mr. and Mrs. James Gregory 

Mr. and Mrs. James Hardin 

Dr. and Mrs. Richard Harrison 

Mr. and Mrs. Billy E. Hibbs, Sr. 

Dr. and Mrs. Gary L. Huber 

Mr. and Mrs. Phillip A. Hurwitz 

Dr. and Mrs. Earl C. Kinzie 

Mr. Walden P. Little 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter A. Mason 

Mr. and Mrs. George Mea 

Mr. and Mrs. F. Glenn Meyer 

Mr. and Mrs. Monroe Mirsky 

Mr. and Mrs. James R. Montgomery 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred R. Nichols 

Mr. and Mrs. James Perkins 

Mr. and Mrs. Phil Phelps 

Dr. and Mrs. William Pirtle 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Ray 

Mr. and Mrs. A.W. Riter, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. A.W. Riter III 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert M. Rogers 
Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Saleh 
Ms. Charlotte Schaefers 
Mr. and Mrs. H.T. Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. Jake Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. W.R. Smith 
Dr. and Mrs. Doyle D. Starnes, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Thompson 
Dr. and Mrs. Jim M. Vaughn 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack E. White 
Mrs. W.C. Windsor 


Apache Club 

Dr. and Mrs. Don A. Allen 
Dr. and Mrs. Eugene M. Allen 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl C. Andrew's 
Mr. and Mrs. C.C. Baker, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce T. Ballard 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Barnett 

Judge and Mrs. Bill Bass 

Ms. Jacqueline M. Braithwaite 

Mr. Timothy W. Brooks 

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Bundy 

State Sen. David Cain 

Mrs. Robert L. Caton 

Mr. and Mrs. A.R. Caudle 

Mr. and Mrs. G. Stuart Chesley 

Mr. Ernest Clark 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Colley, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Connally 
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Crouch 
Mrs. Wilton J. Daniel 
Dr. and Mrs. Jack L. Davidson 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Dawson 
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Denman 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert W. Dennis 
Mr. and Mrs. John DeNoyelles 
Mr. and Mrs. Dick DeSanto 
Mr. Bob Dixon 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Robert Dobbs, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Edge 
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Fair 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Farrell 
Dr. H.R. Fender, Jr. 

Dr. and Mrs. Ben R. Fisch 
Dr. and Mrs. David K. Fletcher 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack W. Flock 


Mr. and Mrs. Kenn Franklin 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald W. Free 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald W. Gilbert 
State Rep. and Mrs. Bob Glaze 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Goodrich 
Judge John Hannah and 
Judge Judith K. Guthrie 
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Hagler 
Mr. and Mrs. Billy C. Hall 
Mr. and Mrs. George T. Hall 
Dr. and Mrs. George F. Hamm 
Mr. and Mrs. B.G. Hartley 
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy L. Hawkins 
Dr. and Mrs. James E. Henderson 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Herd 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald C. Hill 
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Hollis 
Dr. and Mrs. James B. Holton, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Hoover 
Dr. Samuel D. Houston and 
Dr. Edna S. Houston 
Ms. Sharon Howell 
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Hubbard 
Mrs. Helene A. Hudnall 
Dr. and Mrs. George A. Hurst 
Mr. Daniel E. Jameson 
Dr. and Mrs. J. David Johnson 
Dr. and Mrs. Leroy Johnson, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Barry L. Jones 

Mr. and Mrs. Titus Jones 

State Rep. Ted A. Kamel 

Dr. and Mrs. Walter K. Kerr 

Mrs. Barbara A. King 

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey B. King 

Mr. and Mrs. David A. Lake 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry B. LaTourette, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Milfred L. Lewis 

Dr. and Mrs. Asa C. Lockhart 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry L. Loftis 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Long 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce C. Lucas 

Mr. St. Clair F. Luzzi 

Mr. and Mrs. John Machel 

Mr. and Mrs. F. William Martin 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard McCarson 

Dr. and Mrs. Ivan McKinney, Jr. 

Ms. Dorothy R. McLaren 

Mr. and Mrs. Glen E. Milham, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jim W. Muckleroy 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Mullins 
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Murphy 
Mr. and Mrs. Elmo Nasato 
Mr. and Mrs. Darrell Nickerson 
State Sen. Drew' Nixon 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Pillsbury 
Dr. and Mrs. Edward M. Potter 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. Priest 
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph L. Prud’homme 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald W. Rather 
State Sen. and Mrs. Bill Ratliff 
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie A. Ratliff, Jr. 

Dr. and Mrs. Bill Reynolds 
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Roach 
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Roach 
Mr. and Mrs. Randall L. Roberts 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard O. Rudd 
Mr. and Mrs. Nestor A. Santos 
Mr. Commer Shelby 
Mr. and Mrs. G.W. Shopbell 
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Shtofman 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald D. Shultz 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack M. Skeen, Jr. 

Ms. Ellen A. Smith 

Mrs. Myrtis D. Smith 

Mr. Billy F. Spillman 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Stagner 

Dr. and Mrs. Donal W. Steph 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff L. Stephens 

Mr. and Mrs. Robbie L. Stephens, Jr. 

Dr. and Mrs. Haywood Strickland 

Mr. and Mrs. William L. Sudderth 

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Talbert 

Mr. Jon Tappan 

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd A. Tatum 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark C. Taylor 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Thedford 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe B. Tolbert 

Mr. and Mrs. John Traweek 

Mr. and Mrs. James Turman 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth A. Tyler 

Mr. and Mrs. Lonny R. Uzzell 

Dr. and Mrs. Ali Vagefi 

Mr. and Mrs. George R. Wagner 

Mr. Floyd Wagstaff 

Mr. and Mrs. Glen M. Warner 


Mr. and Mrs. John A. Warner 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul C. White 

Mr. and Mrs. George V. Williford 

Mrs. Watson W. Wise 

Mr. and Mrs. Royce E. Wisenbaker, Sr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam L. Wolf 

Mr. and Mrs. George E. Woodward 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Young 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Young 

Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Young 

New A lumni Association Members 
from July-November 1995 

Life Members 

Ms. Priscilla L. Althaus 
Mr. Bill Bates 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey B. Blackburn 

Mrs. Sharon A. Campbell 

Mr. Marquette Clay 

Mrs. Rosella Cooper 

Mr. Alton C. Cox 

Mr. Craig I. Dooley 

Mr. Robert R. Emerson 

Ms. Gailya J. Gearner 

Mr. William H. Grant 

Mr. James D. Hart 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Head 

Mrs. Janet W. Henderson 

Mr. Joe W. Hendrickson 

Mrs. Janis T. Higgins 

Mrs. Margaret A. Hoot 

Rev. H. Sharon Howell 

Mr. Gregg A. Kirby 

Ms. Diane E. Knoche 

Mrs. Julie Mettlen 

Mr. Larry C. Milton 

Ms. Jane Mostowitz 

Mr. Jimmy W. Murphy 

Mr. Stephen R. Pardue 

Ms. Katherine E. Pearsey 

Ms. Martha J. Roberson 

Mr. Clinton R. Roxburgh 

Mr. Robert J. Sanders 

Dr. and Mrs. Ronald N. Smith 

Mrs. Clover M. Stiles 

Mr. Randall E. Stone 

Mr. Michael C. Tidwell 

Ms. Kelly A. Tootle 

Mrs. Carol A. Watson 

Mrs. Linda G. Wishard-Grumbein 

Mrs. Leslie J. Wood 


Annual Members 

Mr. Raymond T. Acosta 
Mr. Jimmie Y. Alford, Jr. 

Mr. James W. Bailey 

Ms. Jacquelyn Baird 

Mrs. Pamela K. Beene 

Mr. Ted L. Bennett 

Ms. Julie B. Berkhouse 

Mr. Jeffrey D. Bohannon 

Ms. Leah A. Buck 

Mrs. Susan L. Burgess 

Mrs. Sharon D. Carroll 

Mrs. Janet L. Centers 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry D. Champion 

Mrs. Theresa L. Cheatham 

Mrs. Dana J. Child 

Mrs. M. Beatrice Choate 

Ms. Catherine P. Cochran 

Mr. and Mrs. Ty L. Cooper 

Mr. Joseph Cortez 

Mrs. Cynthia P. Craft 

Dr. and Mrs. Willian R. Crowe 

Mr. Brent L. Crozier 

Mr. Juan Cruz 

Mrs. Leann M. Daniel 

Ms. Stella Daniels 

Mrs. Penny Davison 

Ms. Happi Deason 

Mrs. Susie Deason 

Mr. Dane A. Denman 

Mrs. Deborah L. Dishmon 

Mr. Derek K. Dorey 

Mrs. Robin Drozd 

Mr. and Mrs. David L. Dudley 

Mr. Frank N. Duncan 

Mrs. Sandra Durbin 

Mrs. Mary L. Evans 

Mrs. Brenda G. Fiddler 

Ms. Tonya K. Folmar 

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh B. Fuller, Jr. 


Mrs. Merry L. Gentry 

Mrs. Chanon J. Gibbs 

Mrs. Cynthia S. Goree 

Mrs. Kandi L. Grammer 

Mr. John A. Greaner III 

Mrs. Terri H. Green 

Mr. Tom A Haber 

Mrs. Randi R. Haight 

Mr. and Mrs. Calvin R. Hall 

Ms. Virginia Hall 

Mr. Alan A. Harders 

Ms. Holly A. Hare 

Mr. Michael S. Harper 

Mr. Britt Harthcock 

Mrs. Kimberly J. Hayes 

Mrs. Carrie S. Hickman 

Mrs. Linda Higgins 

Mr. William M. Hilliard 

Mr. John R. Himmel 

Ms. Joann W. Hinsley 

Ms. Lori Holland 

Ms. Susan R. Horrocks 

Ms. Michelle Huff 

Ms. Jennifer Irving 

Mr. Sammy J. Jackson 

Mr. Jeffrey J. Jankowski 

Mrs. Nancy J. Jeter 

Mr. Rodney D. Johnson 

Mrs. Jennifer Keith 

Mr. Randy W. Knight 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley A. Knight 

Ms. Carolyn Lang 

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Lester 

Ms. Linda F. Lewis 

Mr. Daniel J. Lucado 

Mrs. Brenda J. Lyons 

Ms. Peggy E. Marcom 

Mr. Smith Markham 

Ms. Mindy M. Mason 

Mrs. Roberta F. Mathieu 

Ms. Shirley A. McCowin 

Mr. and Mrs. Charlie McGinty 

Ms. Carla Monk 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Nelson 

Ms. Myra L. Newcomb 

Ms. Jenny L. Nix 

Mr. and Mrs. Tomy Outhouse 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Parish 

Mrs. Melissa K. Peek 

Mr. Daniel A. Pennywell 

Mr. Edgar L. Perez 

Ms. Pam Pickens 

Mr. and Mrs. Pietzsch 

Mrs. Shirley Pinkerton 

Mrs. Tammie L. Potts 

Mr. Allen E. Pye, Jr. 

Mr. Paul A. Raisig 

Mr. Herbert L. Richardson 

Mr. Andrew' N. Riley 

Ms. Lee Ann Riley 

Dr. Mark D. Roberts 

Mrs. Sophia Rogers 

Mrs. Gipsy A. Schneider 

Ms. Angela A. Shoffstall 

Ms. Traci D. Shultz 

Mrs. Shirley Smith 

Mrs. Sharon D. Smitherman 

Mr. Christopher M. Solomon 

Mr. Charles A. Sowders II 

Mr. Randy Squibb 

Mrs. LeAnn Stanley 

Mr. Johnny L. Stewart 

Mr. Donald L. Talbot 

Mrs. Brenda J. Thompson 

Ms. Carla D. Thompson 

Ms. Tracey Thorne 

Mr. Richard K. Traylor 

Mrs. Kristi Tucker 

Mr. Stephen D. Turman 

Ms. Karla K. Vandiver 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Wade 

Ms. Salina J. Warrick 

Mrs. Patsy Webb 

Mr. William W. Welch, Jr. 

Mrs. Dianne Whitfield 
Mr. Jerry G. Whitworth, Jr. 

Mr. Stanley E. Whyte 

Mrs. Catrennia A. Williamson 

Mrs. Sherri S. Wilson 

Mr. Larry Windham 

Mrs. Corine L. Winn 

Mr. Peter M. Wright 

Mrs. Judi Wyatt 

Ms. Marjorie B. Zeppa 

Mrs. Sharon A. Zschirnt 















Founder’s Month at 
Tyler Junior College 


Founder’s Day Inauguration 
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September 1926 § 1995 

In September 1996, TJC begins a year of 

CELEBRATION HONORING OUR 70 TH BIRTHDAY. 

See Spring The Apache for early listing of events. 
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